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An Army Nurse Describes a Deadly 
Attack on a Hospital Ship 

A
" C5/lttWlt·r/ 160 AIII('l'ictJfl womctl 

rlit'rI (IS (/ l'L'suit of tlleir service 
III lI'orid \\'lIr /I, III 1943. U,S. 

,\rtll)' tltlf!>!' \tOr" I t't' (tm,,' elnsc to bt.'ing 

lUle of ,lit''''. 0" St'ptembcr 9, Allied forces 
lmmd,,',1 ,t ./1 flU;,tlU six·,itl,' itlvmioll of 
\(,ftTtJO, ItII": I t't' WtlS wit" lite 95,h £r"ol

dtltlll H'J~r"ll/", til,' (J"lfll(~lfc..""wl oPtl(lrd 
till 1105/,11111 fo/up Jor till' figlrll. AmI), tire 
/1,\/115 Ne-, InundlJnd. 1I'/1It1l,,·<l.> I11telllpt

III.': tl' ,ldn't'T "''':-t'~ Ie) tilt' Sa!t'mo bmdres.. 
AltlulIIglt till' h'llIte ~1,,1' l'cm' gitltll fed crosses 
tlIltl WI') br;~"tl)' ,u.,m;tllII ... d tlt night, the 

Lllfl1l't1l1i' '''prm,'dly b"'"/I<'d it. ktllillg si.t 
II/lr.st'.~ 1111(1 nlllllctiicallJjjirl!n nboard, a"d 
tlnuw.\!ltIg IIIf' ship tn :ml'/! rill extrlll that the 

Allies JllId 'HI dfOice 1m' w scuttte i, 0" 

Septt'mller 14. ("" \wcb 'flta Lee wrote to 
/,£'r [am;/l' ill 1.(''''('/1,'''. Nrlml$ktl, to descril,r 
tilt' flthlC:}.; "ml how lud;r 5/1l' WdS 10 br ali,'e. 
Slu' IId,i h'''m's~nl fir~tllIlJJlI tilt' fate of 
mJOt/It"" lIur:;t "·It,, ""butt sa fortuHate. Tilt:' 

le"a':; or/g,,1lI1 ~Pt'J/",~~ ',m Itt't'" proen·t!lt. 

nearc" .11: 
)u,t yestcord.l), t wrot(, you OJ letter bur 

your air mail of Otl .1li th & V·mail of Nov 
7th LJml'thb murning \0 will.mswcr them 
today, Jan and I got lip for b,.caHaM this 
morningund mude.1 d""hing trip with our 

mail man IU ,l11other town to have my pic

ture t.ken for 01)' Identification or a,g.o, 
card. I've bt.~n without a bit of Identifica
lion ~m:t? the homhing no dog (dgS t no 
par dalt.l (.Ird ('m .1Imn.,1 nol in this 
arm) It ha, ,orl ul \Hlrrit!u me 100-

b«.lwc 'iOmcthll1g .ould ha\e h.Pl"'noo & 

no one knu\'t \'t ho I hdflng to. I ,till have 
my ",hain Mounu 111\ "",'Ck but the dog tags 
were lorn on (,ut.',\ that .,nml,thing fell 

on my (ht.~1 11"'1 morning & look them off. 
I ., till don ' t knnw if Ihi, will pass the 

eel"'''' bllt will try & tell rOll what hap-

Ill' A"drrll' Carroll 

pened the Dth of~pt. We tried to bnd in 
hal)' all dJ)' ~u"J.'Y the 12th but the)' were 
too bus) lighting to \\'(lrr}' "boul a hundred 
Ilur,e'i on J hthrn,ll .,hir, 'l.'\erJ) bomb 
jU\t mi, ~ lh ,cvl'r,tllime, but \\.:" dido't 
re-.illy fl..ui/i.:' \\ hal it wa"l JU about. bening 

camc & '\c hJd tu ~o oul ul the harbor 
becau,t· our "hip \\.1'1 all hI up. We t.n..iet! 

around in thl' \Ca ull ,horc .1huUl 30 Iniles 
all nile our ,hip & I lllhcr H()~plt;]l 

ship~ .11 S .un. Wl' were awakened b)' J 

bomb f.liling wry dose 10 U"I - Some of 

vera l ee's hospital ship 
(top) was bombed to 
pieces by the l uftwaffe. 

the girl ... drc\\t-d then bUI 11l0~1 01 LIS went 
back to ,Iccp, (Wc .tll ,Itpt In the nood 
bec<lU~ JII our chnhe\o. were packed & 

r('ad,' to get olf the ... hll' the nl'xl morning.) 
At 5:10,,· he."d a pl.lIle & thcn thJt had 

awful \, hbtlc J bomb m.lke, & h.lOg!

You'll nc\ cr "nm\< ur the tJlouynd things 
th.lt tlJ,hl'd Ihm my mmd th()~ f('\~ sec
ond.,. I thuug,ht \ure I , ....... , dying-could 

leel h t "Jtor I.lling nn 111)' I.tce & body
Ilad he.l\) btlMd, 011 111)' chest that hod 
fallcn frollllh" I..cilillg I shllt Ill)' c)'e~ & 
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During lunch today, 

I gut ,I Irc!)h Pi.'n.pccllve on current wnrlJ CVCIll'., 1t.'JrneJ _,buut the 
rt~,'111I'"tor)' behind J hit movie. and read lht." 'Itnql til n \\'()OlJn warrior 
of the andent world that I'd never heard ur JlIlln.\ inglt!" \\'cb~ile! 

lomnrro\\. I'm going back to read about PICS and Illrpt.'doe and a 
IlI'.lnn'-ilJ mU\eum I wanl to n~Hl •• 

., WORLD WAR" 

w a r Le tters 

thoughtltlY." the cnd - 1hen the n.xt 
.Lond I thollght ' What tht hell. I'm not 

dead - gel UUt nt th" place"- Ihen I 
C()ulJ '>Co pu", \\ heder IX IV.lldin without 
J 'iotlh.h uf dothcs on trYing to fmd anv
thing III put on. I couldn't 'K"C (or the ter

rilk sllloke 111 our rnom bUI \Y<lS a mas., 
of mOllun trying tn find 111)' (O\'"all, 
whkh I h.td hung on the pOS! hole the nile 
before. I I(lllllli on the n"or- all waked 
wllh w.llcr IX bl.lLk with dirt - pUtlhem 
on IX found my ,hoe, grabbed my 
hcImet IX w.lla ,.ntcen IX grabb..-d on to 
umeone', arm & followed the "ght that 
IJudine w .. , huldlllS. She mudn't hardly 

find where the dnor WJ b.. .... use the wall 
had all b«n hi"" n nut. 

\\ l,en \\ • gut ,>n the d,oJ. we all h.ld to 
get on fln~ \id~ Oc(au~ th~ !'lomb had hun 

awa), the olher <ide of the ,hlp. I'll never 
forget M!cing Ihi!o. one Rriu\h nUN: trying 
to gctthm the porthole but Wa\ tOO large 
10 make iI. She W.IS suc..·JI11in~ terribly 
ocellUS!! hc..'r room W,l' all in name!;. One 
Brit;,h ';'lIn" \.I\V Ihat ,he cotLid never get 
out SO he klloc..kcJ her III the hCJJ with hi, 
Ii" and ,ho'eJ her hall III h" room 

ht" liled hut It WJ\ much ca Icr than it he 
haJ humed tn death. 

We In.ded in a hk boat-70 of us in 
one hoat that had a (apaClty of 30. W<te 
taken on another h"'pnal slup & g"'t!I1 tea 
& hot ",O,e.1 fdt a darn gno" cryroming 
on so some Br.ti,h ,.lIow to<lk the 4 of we 
girls to 1m room & we drank a bOltle of 
Scn l,h , gOt "","ko" drunk-cried & 

when I.napped OUt <1f it, l felt tine. Allfhe 
brui~s J gOI oul of it WJ\ ,I santth on my 

knee. J cut on my left foot .1Ild marks & 
suat,h~s on my ,he'l where debree fell 
from Ihe fIlOI. 

- Somedat I'lIlell YOII more about.l .... 
l.ove, 

Vera 

Andr('w ( .. rrolr, Il'g..cy "rultt! (onhn(' .ll 
woarl"!lC'r \11m I " LltdK.lltd In rfrstrv,"g iIInd 
4.'llUC'\:IIn': \fI~rl1n(I.II .. t Irnm .. II u( Ammo".\ 
w., II }Vtl h<lVC' J \\\.rld \\,It IIlcn ... r )'11\.1 Wl~\.IlJ 

h~t hi holt(. rlt".l-C k"nll'lllll) tnt'l migm.d .. llo 
Iht" IC'S.ll)' l'rtI,t'\.I, pn )\(1), "U<>II, \r\d\hmglon, 
(J{ lU01JQ.nr f' R\Jll W.ul tl1C'"U~iJ'.lCll.~n", 




