
Mustangs Go to War 
Campus Life during World War II 

By PMlAlLA ANDrRsoN 

ci0uthern Method"t University celebrated .ts 
twenty-fifth anniversary in 1940 amidst 

financial and Ideological uncertainty. The 
Depression had left the young University Itrug
giing. but the recent selection of Dr. Umphrey 
Lee as SM U's fourth president promised to pro
vide the leadersllip necessary to keep the 
Umwr;.ty solvent and redefine its educational 
philosophy while at the same time contributing 
to naoonal defense and pro\~ding well-tral11ed 
young men and WQmen--a vital resource for the 
advancement orworld War II abroad and on the 
home front. 

Faculty. studellts, and the Dallas COIllmUl1lty 

welcomed and respected Dr. Lee. an alumnus of 
SMU (Master of Arts, 1916) and former minis
ter of Highland Park Methodist Church. He was 
a minister, but foremost, he was an educator who 
grasped the European situation and warned of 
the dangers that Germany's aggressiveness posed 
to democncy. He also understood the ullphc.
tions of U.S. involvement in World W.,r II for 
SMU. 

Dr. Lee welcomed the student body of 
1940-1941 w,th ominous words. as he and hi' 
colleague< around the country contemplated the 
fate of their l11stitutions with regards to the cur
rent world situation: 

It IS impossible to forget that tim I a 
1110st unusual year. The world .s 111 the 
most terrible of all wars .... At ,uch ti.lle 
I cannot simply bid you welcome to J 

good rime. I hope that YOllr year will be 
plc .• s-1nt. but I should be sorry to th111k 
that, when the world burns. Soutlll'rn 
Methodist University men and women 
can forget that tI,ey are e'lJoy.ng J h.gh 
priviJcge which conceivably might Ilot 

come to another generation. 

Private universities in particuiJr rt;.~.l)jled that 
theIr very existence was in danger should thc..~ 
lose a 1.11'ge portion of the.r male student body 
and faculty members to the war effort. ' MU aw 
mort' th.lll 400 male studcnts Jnd f:lculty 
bl'twccn the ages of twenty-one Jnu rhlrty-slx 
register for the draft that October.' Many 
schools, including SM U, aggresSIvely ought 
contract~ for military and civilian tr:l1l1l1lg pro
grams III order to offiet the loss of tUItion . I)r. 
Lee's \var correspondence filc~ conLllll ~corcs of 
ktters to the U.S. Department ofw.11'.Army gen
erals. Navy adm.rals. Jnd U.S. and Texas C011-

gn:'i\Jllcn that ollwne the facilities and lIl'itrllC

tors available at SM U. 1 n Jnt,c'paoon of J w"r. he 
offered a.d and requested contracts frolll the 



Dr, Umphrey Lee served as president of SMU through· 
out the war years. 

go\'crnl11l.'l1t to prondr th.u hdp. Dr. Ll.'c rl'.,I
IZt'd L11Jt collegc\ Jnd UIllV(,.'f'\It1e"~ \\,Ith nl1htary 
fl'.,l'rVl' tr..unlllg progr.lIl1s alrlo'ady 111 place. IIkc 
thl' Rl',erw Othcl'r Tr.l1Il1l1g Corpl, I1.1J .1 J,,
(Illet Lld\'LlIlt.lglo' hec.llIs ... , p.m:nls \\Jllted [hlo'ir 
,Oil>; [0 cllt(.'r the .lrl11cd iorers .1\ .1 (0111111 1'

\10111..'...1 offin'r fathl'f dUll an In t:1Iltrym,1Il, 
~tlldelll\ would n,ullrJJly gf.lVltate to thc school., 
that could prtWilk HuhtJl)' tr.l1ning wlllk' work-
11114 Oil thClf c()Ik-~lo' "',iLK.lcioll. Secrct.lfY of the 
NiWy Fr,lnk Knnx .w;lIJgl'd ,0111(" adlll1Il1Srr.llor": 
fl\U\ when hl' 1I1dll:Jtl.·d lhat \ll1alkr 1ll,t1tutiOlI\ 

titrc,ltclled with 11l~olvl.'I1Cy due to [hl' W,lr 
would b ... , placcd hlghcr 011 the list for [he\I..' go\'
l.'r1lmCIU contr.l('{S dun wdl-funded ,tatc 1lI\t1-
rutio", Of tho\e With \ubstanu,u enUOW1l1L'llt'l.· 

)tudl'n" .lOd f.Kult), .Icovell' dl'bated tlw 
polme.ll 'IltlI.ltiOI1 111 Europe and dlscu,\cd tht' 
roll' of'thl' U,S,. but by 1940 neutrahry leellll'" 
1I11ltkdy, A (,Ol1ll1ll(rCl.' ralk'd rhc SMU Group 
t,x Althn~ Grl\ll UntJIIl .1nd Her ABu: .... SlippOrt
t'L1 by Dr. Ll~l' .1Ild thl' Jdnulllo:;rr.ltlOn. r,ll',cd 

mOlley tor dotillng. hospital lupphl", ,llIlll'rner
gl'lKy kltchellS, The Unrwrmy .11", e"abh,hed 
• CIvIlian Dereme COlllmittl'e olnd ;tarted 
derens\:' programs 111 engIlH~ ... 'nllg, bll\1I1C~'i 

admulIstrJtlon. Jnd aViation trallling, ))C'iPltc tht· 
dllt1C1paOOn of U.S. IllvoIVCI1lClI[ 111 the \\';1f, 

SM U mldel'" mil regarded war J\ marl' of .I 
thCOflo'tKJI t11\CU~lon. cre<ltlllg no dl\TUPUOIlIri 111 
their d.lily Itve,,' 

On I )ecl'lIlber 7. 1941. the .1I1t1Clp,1tI0n of a 
war qUICkly ch,lIlgt·d to Pfl.'P,ll'.ltIOn. rrJllCe~ 

lJere,forU lk",ll'n (Class of 1944) rcml'mb"" 
th.lt Sunday afternoon flS 1II1U\U.llly \\ ,lrlll ft r 

December, She and other coed., loun~cd Ollt"de 
Virgllli;l II .lII: someone threw up the \\,1I1UO\\ 
\;}<;h .1Ild repe.ltt"d the radiO .1111l0UllCCIIlCJ1{ COI1-

certllllg the bomblllg ofPe,lrll larbor, NOW.1JJY' 
nc<uly (.'vlo'ry stlldent of Amenc.lIl history knows 
of Pe.lrl Harbor, but on that f.ltl'ful d,l)' Be.leden 
remcmbcn mJny ask1l1g. "Whcrlo"., Pearl 
H.lrhor'·· 

In 111< cll.lI'''' addre" four da\" I.lter, Dr. Ll'l' 
.1Il1l011IlCc.!'O {hc U.S. til'c1ar.'mon of waf Oil Japan, 
Gl'rl1lany, alld It.lly, He IIldl l',ltcd that thl' fil'lt 

oblit;.ltIol1 of the Univer"ry was the d,ofcllSc of 
rhl.' 11.10011, .11ld he ('ncollr.lg~d 'illltkms to mp
plc-ml.'I1[ thclr Ijtulill''\ with fir't .lId Ic\\OIl'i or CO 

Ie,un to Il\' through thl' CivIl AeronautIC' 
Tr.lliling pn)grJIl1.Above all. I )r. L ... 'c Iitrl'S..ljl.'d th.1t 
the gO\ c:rIllHl'J1( wlshf!d tor all \tudcllt, to 'It.1Y III 

,ehool .lIId prepare III spl'Ctaltzed 6elti,. I Ie 
expiJlIll'd tht' Il'ssono;; of [he preVlOlI\ world \var 
til whlrh (ollq~e men left '\(itool to JOIn [he 
.trilled forno"~ They wert' .unol1g: (hc tlf"ll WJV ... 'S 

of thoo;,c,: to he..' kIlled. and no rr.llllcd mcn were 
Jv;ubhlc to rl.'pl,lce them, 

The ~M U ,rudene newsp.lpcr, thc S(~",;-

11 "fkl), e,I/II'".', ran hl'acllinc, Oil i)ccl'lIlber 10. 
I 'J4I,l'lllltied "Studentl Accept Situatloll, Pledgl' 
Support to Win War" alld "M ustang Sp Irit Fl.lr., 
.15 St\ldClll'l UnHc for War" that captllfl'd stu

dents' rL'.lltionS to thc U.S. ucci.1r.ltIon of \\Jr 

rl'.'lr, excltl.'1l1cnt, shock, .1CCCpt.lI1CI' of d,C 
mcvllabk" Jnd .1 rl.~olunoll to dd'i.'lld the U ... 
toppl'U the.!' n:acOons of [he 'tUUCllt' IIltL'rVIC\\cd, 

In ,111 dfi)rt to dispel rumor ... rchrard1l1g col
leg ... ' C.IIlIPUSC\ dunng tht..' \\.If. I )r, Llo'c published 
.. pamphlet entitled "The War Jnd I" Effect on 
thl' Op,'r.Ulon, of SMU:' "hlch ",ltl'd li"t and 
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SMU s student newspaper was filled with reports of the war's Impact on the university, but It 
also covered those traditional campus activities that continued to take place. 

fOR'mose: "SMU wi ll continue in operatlOIl 
throughout the duration of the wJr." He 
expbl11ed that SMU would participate in armed 
service traltll11g programs that would not only 
provIde InStructton for men entering the service. 
but also for women, men physically unqualIfied 
for ,e!VICe, Jnd those students too young to be 
urlfted . SM U moved fr01l1 semesters to 
rnmestcrs, wluch enabled freshman to enter rhe 
UI1IVCr\lry three omcc; a year and uPPc..'rcl.to;;Sl1lcn 
to complete thelt scudies faster. The prev:lIiIng 
wisdom called for young men co get as many 
semesters of college ullder their belts as possible 
before head l11g tl lto the service:' 

N inetee n forty-two brought about ,igni fi 
cant changes that affected the world, the nation, 
and the students of SM U. According to SM U 
c.talogs. the number of male undergraduate and 
graduate ,cudents 111 1941-1942 totaled 2.3()8; by 
the 1942-1943 ,ehool year that total dropped to 

1,8116. In a January 1942 chapel address. Dr. Lee 
emph. Ized the need to prepare and tram for not 
only the armed sel'Vlces. but also for \V'ar lIlduCi
try and the postwar years. He reminded student, 

LO study tht.' phi losophy ofWl..'s[crn Clvi ll z;\tI011 

.0 th.t they might better gra'p why the wJr Illll,t 
be fOllght and \\·on. Re:ilizing the dllC0111fort of 
S0111e With the current state of alT.1l". he "dded 
" ... nothlllg would be worse than fora group of 
people. who aIT capable of d Ulg ,01110th1l1\,\ for 
the country, to be runnlllg abOllt so dJlturbed by 
the war that they can do an)'thlllg but work." 

In the first lulf of 1942, ,tud,'"" WCtl' 1I1un 
d.ul'"d with rccrujrmenc lIIformanolt. The.:.' }oung 
men tnternalized the message to Sl..lY III (hool, 
but Illany \\lamed to enlist in the n..'st.'rvt." \0 th,lt 
th,'y could choose the branch of ,hl' .11'111e<l lerv
ices 1Il which rhey eventual ly WIShed to serve. 
War cJucstions and rum Ors abou ll ded. but 
SOu rces to .UlsW('r [ho",(' qUt'StlOIlS \vcrl..' rCJtit iy 
.lVail.lblc through specially appollltcd f.lculty ,Il ld 
tht.· "warms of armed servICes repre~c:nt,lUVCS rh,lt 
visJrt.'d campus. Faculty Illt'mbcr\ perfoflllt"d 
new wartime duties on campus, and ~oll1e of 
thosl' with ,kills in the speaahzed field, of geog
raphy, tuathclllJocs. and cng1l1cerlllg Wt."n..· caUcd 
1I1to active 'iervlCe. ome course'S conliidt.'n'd 
nonessential to the W.lr ctTOrt were f<II1Cdil'd. 



and profc""ol'\ moved (0 athl.'f' d~parollel1ts. For 
e,.lInp"" I)r Lc,tcr Jordan. head of the 
JOllrluh\11l Dl'p,lrtl1lcnt. tauglu economics dur

II1g thl.' \\ Jr. 
I )c ... pm.· .111 the changl.'s. Illany extr.Kurn(lI

br actlvltH .. ·\ cOl1ttllllCd--c...·,·cn Hider cOllldn'r 
stop the South,,",t Conference fium hold111!( 
filoth.lll h",me\. Athletic event'. ,oronty Jnd fr"J
[( . .'rllity .l(tlVirJl· .... d.lI1ces. theatrical and i.lrtlstic 

pl,.·rfonn.II1Cl.·..,. ,\11(.1 s[Udl'Jlt hfe in general contln
lied withollt illterruptlon . nc notable l.·xcep
non was the c.lI1cdlatIon of the stud~nt produc
tion of .\1",1,1/1/(' IJlllt('rjl),. whIch was repbced by 
sOI11l.,thll1g morl.' American. I Other .lCtlvltlCS 
cOlltillucd. but With modIfications. Due to war 
rc ... tn 'UOlh. hontl.'collling traditions wcn,' (ur
t.lIled Jnd p.lradc !Joab were prohIbIted. rhe 
PI~kin Rcvuc £radlnon cOl1ol1ucd despltc the 
t:tct that till' SMU lund lost nearly two dozen of 
I~ ..,lxty-plu ... nwmbcT"'i to lhc draft. Younger 
boy.., and C\'CII ()Ill.· Wrl jOined the bJl1d to Ilukl.' 
up for the I",w,. 

The 194.1 'pnnt,( ,clllester brought .Ibour 
!I1ore eil.mgt": the Untversiry opcl.1tcd yc;tJ' 
round and 1111pklllCl1tc:d [he trimester system. 
t()od <IIU.I I:-.r.l ... r.lt1olllllg \Va~ 111 fuU ~wlllg. the 
S,hool of Eng-lllct'ring operatl·d 011 a twcmy-

four hOllr \,hcduie. a.nd ev~n Easter vacation ,vall 
dropped. ' Student se,.",ce org.lIl1z.10011\. ilke 
Alph.1 1'111 mega and College rh"'l1Iz.ltIon tor 
GClll'r.11 Service. as weU as the honor.lry \0(1· 

ene .... turned ;111 thelf' vO)lIIuc:er efforts to the;" wJr 
Althou!\h many t}'P'Cal college .lCtlvltle; and 
event ... cOlltll1ued. student Jeadcf\ tned to h-cp 
\0(1;11 ;)l.'tIVItil.·S to J minimum III llul1lbl.'r .1I1d 

s(,lle." 
Throughout the war yea". I Jr. Lee delivered 

"ddres'es at the beginning of schonl. !\'JdU.ltlOI1 
(l'rCIllOI'IICS, ;md chapel ~ervices and wrote 

numerous speeches Jnd articles for the C.1111PU\ 

IlCw\pJpcr. yearbook, club .... ,HId organizJoons III 
the J)all,,, .lrea. The overricting theme of all the'e 
.lddre"c, echoed Dr. Lee's core beild that s(u
denb not only h.ld a duty to prepare tor war, but 
llso to ..,rudy lustary. goverllmcllt.l·conolluc .... IH
t'rJ.nm~. Jnd philo\Ophy 111 ordC'r to 1I1lderitand 
"",h.ll wc'n: fighting for" and to Illake J11 "111tl.'l
hgem contribution to the years after du,' W.lT " \ 

The MU educanona1 plulomphy under 
1)1' Ll.·t· ... trl.·..,.,cd a liberal art. ... educanoll, but It WJS 
l)e.1I) Earl II. Flath's School of Englllecnng (hat 
..,pe.lI'hcadcd the e:<"l'andjng war-rt'1.ttt'd clIrricll-
1.1. Two e.lrly program5 instituted .It SM U Wl.'rl.· 
the CiVlh.1Il Pdot Traming pm!(ral1l. "h,ch pro-

w * N TED : 
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SMU promoted Its special 
programs aiding the war 
effort as 8 way to maintain 
enrollment at a time when 
so many men had enlisted 
In the services, 



Women began enrolling In SMU's traditionally male-domlnated engineering programs during the war. 

vlded ground ~("hool rrainmg for fmure Army 
and Navy flyers Jnd the Engineering. Science, 
.l nd M.lIlJgeJl1l'nt WJrTrahung Program (otTered 
m cooperation ""Ith the U.S. Office oC 
Education), \\ hKh trallled students tor \York III 

military servin' and national defense industru..'S. 
These Iree course,. whICh numbered nearly J 

[hOU',1I10 by [he t.·nd of [he '\'\-ar, IIlduded 
mechanICal drawlIlg. production \UperVl\JOIl. 
cost JCCOUlltlllg. eJlgllle testing, ~lIrvey1llg, mdJr. 

radio ~lI1d 11l::my others. They trained studl'nt'\ for 
work 111 shipyards, munitions phm'\. nnd nircr.lft 
ClctoriL'~, Sti ll other courses, such as nn air raid 
preparedness class tor municipal offici.ll~ nnd fif'tt 

<lid ciali'cs. t.lrgc[I,;.'d nviliaJl training, P 

The aforementioned programs kept "u
dent>, tJculty, .lIld t:lCIhties operating, but SMU 
~till hoped (0 procure a govenUllCn[ contract 
Wldl the armed Corces. A 19-12 joint pres, rdeast' 
from the Ann)' .md Navy rclterated the Jlland~ltl' 
to college men to '\tay U1 school as the milirJry 
was III dire need oC a stc,ldy flow oC"men ha\'lllg 

Lhl' n,;'llul~ite educational backgroulld fi.lr rJpld 
,1~slnllJation into mcTt'JslIlgiy II11POrt.ll1t .lIld 
lIlere.l~mgly teehllleal fidd, of IIlduml.ll Jnd nHI
Itary servICe."" The Army and N.IVY riJnned to 

t'J1hst colJege 1111..'11 into re ervc (orp' .md le.ln' 
them on lIl.1ctive dury ~ta(ll, until they gradu.tt
ed. ullless ClTCUl11stanCl"S prt."vJJJcd lhal rcquin..'d 
.111 milllc(.l.iatc caU to dury.A'\ Jil 1Iln,'l1l1\'C tllr the.: 
mcn to devote rhenl~elves LO 'I,;.'nou\ ,tudy, 
eX,lllllllatlonS \Yould be reqUIred. Men who ,lid 
110t l1leet the standard, or tho'i',l' who tlld not 

SeCl ll dedicated to "dcvdop,ng Cl l1.lcilit!'! of le,ld 
crsiJll''' would be immediately called to duty. 
Navy programs included the V-7, wlH(h sought 
n:rCIH college graduates for otTicer tr.lJllll1g ,1"; 

early as I 941l. In 1942. the V-I I'mgr.llll recrUIt
ed college freshmen and '\ophol11ore, .1I1d 
n.·qum:d more courses th.m rhe V. 7 pmgr<ll11. 

The V-5 proW-.lI11 targeted "men who dIdn't lin 
ISh the V-I" program and hIgh >chool graduates 
for "tralllJl1g as aviation cadets:' 



In July 1943, the program got "under weigh" with 
70,000 men reporting for duty at vario lls college 
and Llniversities- MU welcomed 220 of those 

young men to the Navy. 

While ,orne SM U ,tudents Plrtlclp,ted in 
the V- I, V-So and V-7 n,wal programs, none of 
thl'se programs approached the scale of the 
newest N,lVy coUege progr..un announced in 
early 1943. In February, Dr. Lee reeelwd " letter 
6'om U.S. Navy Vice Adl1liral 1~,1I1da ll Jlcobs 
'taling th,lt SMU had been ,elected a, one of 
131 schools to pJrriclp,ltc 111 the Navy a llege 
Tr.ul1lllg Prog-r.ll11. berter known as V-12. 'I, At a 
~peci;]1 cOl1fen:nce held Jt "'olu11lbia UllIvl'rsiry 
on M.l), 14. 1943. Adnllral Jacobs ou uined 
importJl1t fc<ltUrc, of the program. He desnibc.·d 
the V-12 a, a collegL' program that placed ,tu
dents on active duty :to;; .Ipprcnncc s<.'alllen. The 
N::wy intclldl.,d for the ~tudt'1l[s in the progr.lItl 
LO enjoy .1 normal collegt..· l'XperH!I1CC, which 
II1cluded high acadellur mndards a' well as 
cxtracllrncul.lr activities. The maUl purpOSl' of 
lhe V- 12 progml11 was to turn Ollt ,1 continual 
now of the most qU(llilied officer C:lIldidates. 
with the coopt'ration of American colleges Jnd 
UllIver'IDeS.1I1 the 1t'\15t amount of time and With 

the least expcnse. I The ~pc(ific requirements of 
tht! progralll ~et out 111 thl' "Plan for Operation 
of the N.wy College Training Program, V-12" 
proved that the,e studt'nt, college experience 
would be f.1r from norl1laLThey allSwered to the 
N"vy first and the Ul1IwrsJty second. wlllch 
meant UI1IfOTlrt5, curfew~. dnlls. inspcctioll', <1I1d 
l.'xtra cbs,l.'s, . 

In July 1943. the program got "under 
weIgh" WIth 7(1,000 men reporting lor duty at 
varioll\ colleges Jnd UI1IVl'rslti~-SMU wel
comed 220 of those young l1Ien to the Navy." 
Though they had arrived that sunUller, the Navy 
boys of lhe V-12 m.lde the" debut 111 the fall of 
1'143 a, they paraded around campus dressed III 

their Navy whites. The V- 12 had an impact on 
every ,lSpert of mldcnt life ,ll\d finally brought a 

rongible ""pect of the war home to SMU. The 
women moved Ollt of the glrls' dormitories in 
order to make room for the men 111 the V-12 
program, and the dornutoriel., carried the new 

nicknames of the USS Virginia and USS I1Ider. 
In November of 1943. students reported to aU 
dasse, despite Ihe Thanksgiving holiday because 
the admlllistratioll reasoned that civilian students 
should not be permitted a holiday while the V-
12 classes had to mccr.'· The V- 12 men joined 
fratel'llities. honorary societies, athletic tcams, 
and student politics in addition to their rigorous 
phySIcal workouts, specialized classes. and Navy 
duties." Fitty of the V-12 studIed pre-med and 
pre-dem:'!1 while the rC'maimng: 170 concentrat
ed ill engineering. Later in the program, men 
from the theology school participated in the V-
12 to train as cllJpl;ul15. Although much smaller 
thal1 the Navy pr gram. an Army Air Force unit 
,erved on anive duty that GIll as well. studying to 
b~ instructors. Mel' in the Air Forn" progralll on 
(ampul., were morc resrricted from collegiate 

activities bccaul.;c they did not <1ttend classes \vith 
regular and V- 12 students. but they participated 
ill samt.-' social o utillb"S' ,!f, 

From the perspectivl.· of the armed services. 
the young SMU Illa1C litudcl1ts were prime can
didJtes for lise in thl.' war effort. Every young: 

m,\I1 on campus ~tlldied, att(.'nded classes, and 
p.lrudpated in daily activities \v1lh the lool11ing 

possibulty of being drafted or sent to the front . 
All of the reserve programs ,opulated that the 
men would ~t.1y II'l ~chool to filllsh their t~duca
tlOII. but the military could call upon the Stu
dents inll1lediatcly in an emcrgency. Without 
question. the war affected nearly every yOllng 
man's hfe. In 1944. students saw many friends 
leaw for the war and dcsp,ured for many who 
would never return. Young men on accekratcd 



The 1944 Rotunda, SMU·s student yearbook, took the war effort as its theme. being dedicated 
to the V·12 naval unit on campus. 

,chedules graduated quickly and either cnhsted. 
went on actlw duty. or were called by the dr Jft. 
whICh by this time had lowered the eligibility 
age from twonty-one to eighteen. New, of thOle 
abroad poured III ITom every theater of opera
tion. Sentimental stones of forlller classlllJtcs 
Illct'C1ng up 111 c;omc strange locale topped head
IlIle, of the C.1IllPU' newspaper. as did the rep rtS 

f exceptional sohliers and the fallen. Frustration 
and possibly .1 Imle guilt can be detected in the 
ed itorials and articles of those who remaincd 
behind to finish their education. Jack H,lrkcy. a 
V-12 engineering student, wrote, "It l~ hard to SH 
111 ci"SlroOIllS while others are fighting our bat
tles. but If Unde Sam cons;ders thIS morc 
ImportJnt that beJring arms, then that IS what 

IllUlit be;' donc."· Another article in the C.Ullpllli 

newspaper speaks of the "forgotten man "Ieft out 
of the fighting from who must instead focu on 
le.rlllng ,kill, tI,at wIll be useful after tile w:1r. 

They all. howewr, found comfort 111 ch,' ple"d
ing; of .1dnunistrator: Jnd l"C<:nlltcJ""i to !ltd} 111 

Khool until called to duty. 
The year 19-1-1 found the ,tud,'n!!; (ontlnu

lIlg to hold dances. teas, and P1ClHC", Jnd Jttl~nd 
football an I basketball game,. Frallt"e, Colden 
Wan' and other 19.J.J dml11Jtes remember lh,1I 
despite the unusual ClrCll l115tanccs "they 'itlll had 
fUll ,. and l11<111ilged to carryon :1"' normJI .1 col
lege life as could be expected uliliel the (ond l
tiom. T he Student Council piedgL'ti to encour
age war support through bl od drrves ,lIld w,lr 
bond saies, Jnd it actively sougllt to proVlde 
social activities that would foster the rclJrionslup 
of the regular student body With tllose studem 
111 V-12 and fur Force programs on GllllpUS, 

The 19.J.J ROlllllnn yearbook was dedlcated to 
the V-I:! Ulllt at SMU-the entltC book c.lITlcd 
l naval theme with nearly every page featuTmg .1 
young: man 111 umform. That SUI1Ulll'r. ViVl.ll1 



Allde",on ",ported 111 h,'r edltonal tor the June 
7, 1'.144, Sf,III-IIi'l'kl), e""II/t; that" f)-Day on 
the I hllmp" l<lUlld MUlIJng; roned IntO the 
rJulO to hC'Jf the 11C'\\ ... with thoughts of friend" 
,l1ld 1:l1nily "ho p,lrt1npated 111 th,' battle. 

1!--'1l1ficJnt ch.lIlgc\ .11,,0 occurred for young 
\\OIl1CII dunng: World War II , Jnd those chi.1I1gc\ 

produced ,I 1.l\t1Il~ effecl on Ihe American cul
ture. TIll' (o,'d, or SMU \\we called 10 'erVlce, 
Lllled to II1du,rry, .1I1d ultimately, called to \\,lr. 
E,lrly Oil, SMU ((lcd, r.lced the pracricol l111ph 
I:.lciom «-..,C thl' \\-",\1- Short.lgt:s dUt.' to ratiol1l1lg 

crl1111'ed tlmr sty"" Jnd appetites. The SM U 
dil'UCl.lIl c:ncollr.lgcd o;,tudenb to cat frlllt .1' J 

\ub\tltlltl' for <;\H.'l't... "!nee "iUgJf wa, hl'lIlg 

rationed "M"'tJIl~" StJmpede Co-op ror 
Scarce Calldy ,lI1d Gum" re.ld Olle headhne /Tom 
lhe c,unl'u llew'I'.lper:··llershey ban" one lu\
ury whll"h 1\ nnw "it.'rvl'd (0 serYlce men Jll11o\r 
eXdU\lVC..'ly," qUipped onl' cOl'd in the JrlKle. 

Fr.wn', W.ln..' n'l"aU ... the invcntion of p,lIlC:~lh' 
l11.1k.:-up for LI\l' 1T1 p.Ulltlllg one \, lebtS "Inet: 

nylon\ \Vl'n.' .l \cilrc~ comJllodity. Tht..' r;1110Illllg 

of ,hoes pre"icnteu problel11'\. as did tht' rarionlllg 
of gas .11ld tlrc~. W.ln.' rCI1l~mbers 3 law th.lt pro
hlolll."d III IVlIlg .1 vchlcle over thirty mill" pt..'r 
hour, ,lIld ,1 tflP of .my substantial length rcquln .. 'd 
\pe..'t:I,ll pCrmlli\loll .. 

_oed .. bemoaned the scarcity of I11l'l1 Oil 

C.llllpll' a, wdl An SMU ociology pmfes,or 
ex..lccrb,lteu young won1l:n's fC.l" whc.:n he fon'
(,l\t III )11~ D"I/IIS .\ It)"'i'~\! .\"CII'.s article ... Another 

Arllte I'nlble111 of War: Old MaId, by the 
Thou\anJ"i," thl' f.l1lurl." of many young women 
to find husb.ll1d\. I n a tonbl"ue-in-chct'k cdlto
n.ll 111 rhc CJmpu\ IIl'\\'pJper. one coed .tHuut'l1 
to the "nO[ quite l'xtlnu feature of J )'OUIlH 

hl<.-.I J.lte." .l1lJ adVISed ,my girl filldln~ .1 1ll.1l1 

who 1\ "nc ldll'r 111.1rricd, rhl'um~ltIc. eng.lged, 

.IJolc,n'n t well. If YOll find him , betore YOll 
rJ11lt. GltAlI 111M!"" 

The )'olln~ women ofSM U nl.ly h.lYe COlll

plall1cd of the lIl(onvl'niencc~ of wartime 011 thl.' 
homc front, hut III true Mw.t . ..mg sptrit, they ral

hed ,md wenl 10 work lor the war effor!. The 
Collegl' rgalllZ,ltlO1l for General Servu.-c 
(COGS), tounded 11l I 'J.l3. gave campus gJrI, .m 
OppOrtUlllty to tJke part In the war. C GS 
lllC'mbers ~1H(tt..'d '-l11d rolled banJJgcs for the 

Red ·m". 'ellt lette", and COPIl><; ()f the campll' 
Ill'W\p.lper') to men 10 the servicc. '\CJlt git"l\ tU 

Jrl11V .1Ild JlJ\}' hospitals. VISited rcturn1l1g
\\ounded ~l'n'1(Clllen til local hOliJ)Jt<ll'i. support
ed \\,lr hond .md blood dnw" ,111d 'pol1\l1Ted 
\oual .lClJVltlC\ to tntegrate the V-12 1I1l1t 011 

C,11111'"'. A COGS-spomo",d «ITll1vaI to r,llS<' 
1110lley jllr the WJr effort featured nylons, h.llId
b.l!\,. ng,l1'l'tre" alld H<,~hey c.lndy b.m .h ,lUe

lton Itellls, 

Vidall Anderson Ca,deberry (ct,,,, of 
1(44) n:mc..'lltbcn:d the..- \V'lf y(,'~u, .1\ .t I1Ilxed 
bles'illlg-ratiolllng meam ttl.'IllS Ol1ce comld
(",(t..'d I1CCC'\tt1l.'~ becollung lux-unt'S, \\ll1le he,w
en \\.t\ ,I I11JIl IJ1 uniform. fu the cUllor oftht' 
C.lIllpUS new"'p<lpe..'r, ,he wrote all .1Tridl' t~nttdl'd 

"~MU Coed Is Changing to fltTod.lY\ Tempo" 
III wInch \he arocul.trcd tht.' ch.mgt~s on:urnng 

III young wOlllen's 3rtirudes Jnd ambltJolls. She 
notcd th.lr "\oCtal belles"J01ned ··tJrnll'~· li.lugh· 
[t'l'\" to tight the \\-"dr, and mJny \\'Ol11l.'l1 bCGun..: 

mon.~ (on\t.'n'du\'~vlllg mont'Y. engag-lIlg III 
ht'.llthy hi.lblt\ •• 1nd taking on mort..· ,1InblUOll\ 
Ci.tli\l''\ ,1I1d jobs once thought of at;, a nUll\; 
dOIll41Ill. 'Young women headed "il'Vl'r,t] of thc 
kl'Y \tudellt body Ic<tdcrshlp pO"lltiolh, 'illl"h .1\ 

Ihe editor or the ROII/I/d" yearhook .1I1d the 
.)1'/11;-1 1 t'd.dy CdllfJ1"S, for the tir,t 11I11C bC(,lU"Il' 

the young men 111 these pO'\lOonli wcn' often 
called to 'ervICe. rudents debaled lhe Idea of ,I 
coed J\ :,rudcm body president: 11un)' ofcht..' Illell 
\\-l.'J""C III f.1\"or of ... uch a move becJu'\l' they real 
lzt.'d that a "glrl" 10 the pO'\Jt101l would gWt' con
tinuity to the office, as most any uppCrda\lill1an 
would pmb.tbly h.lve to resign upon bemg: draft
ed. Bur 1101 all men agrt>ed. All <,,11 t01'l.1 I III the 
clmpuli Ill'wsp.lper took a "GllIllP'tt..' IIUO tht' 
Futurc PlClllfl.' of College Lit"i:" .md \.IW a \tu

tit'nt el.1\'\ organization whne emotlOIl ruk'd 
deCl\IOII\ .lIld the student lillian would bc p.dnl
cd J1111k. 

SMU coed, am"ered the c.llllO 111dustry J' 

women "nocked" to national defense COllf\C'\ 

otfered ,It the UllIvcrsiry. Dr. EII1, ~dll"er. Dean 
of Ihe Gr.lduate School and prore\\Or of ~eolo
h,)·. nored that "Ihe", is an unprecedented .md 
urgent need for women to take pl.let', 111 I.lborJ

lone.."" .UlU III other work formerly done- by ml'lI 
who h,1\'l.' bt..'cn drawn mto th(,.~ arl11C"d 1jt~rVI( 



"s." Record number; of girls entered SM U's 
School of Engmeering, with Margaret Jane 

troud Gronberg beconung the 6r;t woman to 
gradl1.lt~ with a degree Ul ci\'il C'J1g111ceflng. 

Job postln~ for women as stenographers, eyPI>Ls. 
Cl\'" ,ervanc,. IlUrse'S, and defense worker; filled 
till' CJIllPU'i 11{.'\\f'1ipapers. Frances Wan;' believe, 
that she would nl'wr haw landed a teaching job 
III the Highland Park school system right out of 
SM U had It not been for the war.·' 

For some SMU coeds and recent graduates, 
the caU to knit, saw rinfoil candy wrappers, or 
cakl' civilian defense classes constinlced their illl
rial contnbut1 n to the war effort, but several 
proceeded to jam the armed forces. The Ited 
Cros, begged coeds to relieve cIVillan nurses 
whose r:l11ks had been depleted by the Army .l11d 
Navy. Rec.:rl11tl11cll[ JdvertisemenD to CJl11pU~ 

pape" for the WACS (Women's Army Corps) 
and WAVE (Women Accepted for Volunteer 
Emergellcy Service) women's reserves Tllll11-

brred nearly as many as those for rl1e men.' A 
letter from C,lptain Walbridge, Director of Naval 
Omcer Procurement, to Dr. Lee succincrly details 
nOt only thl' propaganda Llsed to recruit wOlllen 

for the r«crws, but the actual legacy of the young 
W0111en th"t emerged from World War \I: 

This urgeJlt (,111 for women does not 
uwolve the heroiC sacrifice that many 
parents .111d husbands believe It dot". 
On the contrary, it will gIve the'Se 
women ,1 dJglllty and self-pride they 
l1.1ve never h.ld before. I t gives thelll dJ,
clplmc Jnd courage to meet whatever 
comes 111 Itte and training in :1 lIt'w 

work, which may weU lead to :1 Illore 
brilliant career ,liter the war that would 
not h,wL' been open to them except J~ a 
rt'sult of their o;;crvin' in tht.· Women's 
Reserve. 

The letter goes on to request an CndOriL'
ment of the WAVES Jnd a list of the names of 
f,'TJduJong semor;:' Mary Stein, .1 WAVE St.1-

tioned III lhe V-12 office, agreed wholeheartedly 
With CaptJI11 Walbridge, assessment as she relat
ed III J campus 1ll.'WSpapcr article. "It is the mOSt 
wonderful oppornllllty dlat was ever offered 
girls:' 

Thus, the )'oung wOlllen ofSMU de.llt \\ Ith 
the re,llmes of war. SOCIal actIvities hke ,orom) 
rmh contl11ued on a hnuted sc.le. coumhlp' 
wen' ('.}rrIed out via the U.S. mall. and .1 nL'W 

appn:C1ation for the Sll11plt' pleasure of .1 CJlldy 

h.1T or .1 new pair of ~ho~ l·ll1crged. But more 

lIuport.lIlrly. many of these women \u<"'l"L'cocd 111 

tradlrionaUy male-oriented Vl.·ntllrc~ • • 111d by 
dOlllg so, forever changed the Ialltk,lpe of lht' 
Al1Icnc~1Il workforce. 

lJy 1')45, SMU studellts specubted on the 
dale of V-E Day and were Optll11lStlC th,ll the 
W.1r would SOOI1 come to an elld. Brc.llISl' of 

their confidence in an Amenc.lJ1 VK[Ory. they 
dId not see the passing of Pre,idel\l Roo,eve\t .1S 

a cat.,strophe to rl,e peace thal \V,l< sure to 

~n\uc."1 Dr. Lec was informed that no Ill"'" .ldth
tlom would be made to the V-12 ll1l1l on the 
SMU C,IIIIPUS," and by the fall of IlJ-l5. he wd
comed the fim postwar class offro,hmcn to lhe 
UI11\"crsity. which included Jllany returlling vct
efnllS. The World War \I Veteran. Org.llllz.ltlOn 
Jided chose ~crvicelllen retuTIlIJlg [() (ollege .. 1IId 
they obt;tined the first American LegIon campu~ 
chJrter in Texas. 

New problems emerged and old problem" 
which were '\helvcd during war tlllIl'. I'l'Sllrf.lced 
as the postwar era dawned at SM U. Dr. Lee had 
pl.ul1led ro increase elldowmt!nr~ .lnd bUIld 
much needed t:,cilities when he arrived at SMU 
Just before the war. He contlJ1ucu to \oilClt funds 
through capital campaigns dUring tht' W.lf. 

explanllng III a 1942 pamphlel the need for ,Ill 

addlt1()n.tl ~II,(HH) in m ome to (over li\ed 
cxpeme,.The 10" of tuItion cau,cd by the dr,lft
II1g of eighteen and nmeteen-ycar-okb and the 
6ft th.lt the governll1l'nt conrr.let\ ollly p.lIU for 
lhl'll1\dves without adding income to SMU\ 
bottom line caused a m<lJor budget (.k~ficit.-I'I 

'MU needed to capitalize on those in the D.III,,, 
cOlllmunity holding war bonds by rt.'qlll.·~ung 

the" d()n,ltJon to SMU. The many IIlIPrc,,,VC 
bll1khngs 011 campus k·d bllSiJ1c\~lllen .1I1d <':0111-

munJty leaders to assume that M U had ample 
tll11m, but the filture of SM U Jepended on 
sl"'<.:uring cndowments to cover coo;;;rs \0 d1Jt 
tlllt10n would not be the- only source of IIlcome. 

Thls \Vould allow SMU to be dewvc 111 lhe 
enrollment proct',s, acquire schol.lrly faculey, .l11d 



To house the Influx of postwar veterans, many of them married, SMU erected a "trallervllle" on the southem end 
of Its campus. 



dcvelop It\ reputJoon ~ a great university .. 
Another I~,ue I:,cmg SM U at the war' end 

uwolvcd the stJggermg enrollmt!nt of veterall, 
due to the GI Bill. whlch provided tlllllon ben
efit!> for retllrmng servicemen whose educ.ltIOn 
\\·itS II1tcrrllpted by the war. SMU 5.1W m enroll
ment m'arly doubled. which ordinanly would be 
a blesslIlg; however. the lack of adequate hOU<lI1g 
turned thl~ would-be blessing into a nightmare. 
Avc.:r.lge pc.:;'lcctimc enrollment was around 1,750 
studems; the number climbed to 2.(,35 in 
November of IlJ-I5 .1I1d on to 4.1-19 in 1946. In 
an effort to deal wlth the problem, Dr. Lee (or
rc\ponucd with congressmen and governmcllt 

officl.us. ,lnd through his efforts. SMU leased lOS 
traIler. formerly illed ill the war from the 

arional Hou~ing Adnunistrarion III order to 
prov,,]e hou'lI1g for GIs \\1th (,nulies. SMU\ 
Trailerville was born. a village complete WIth Its 
0\\ n childcare nursery, organizatiolll. and ~rudcnt 
represc.:nt.ltIon. Mustang Manor provided \Ollle 
prcf-Ibncated hou,e~ next to Fraternity I{,ow lO 
house athletic ,tudents, and Perunaville, located 
ne;lr White ll..ock Lake, consisted of several 
buildmgs of barracks that formerly serwd ,1S 
he,ldquarter\ of the Fifth Ferrying Group and as 
a pmoncr of War camp; now they provided 
hou\lI1!:{ for ul1ll1arned veterans.~~ But houslIlg 
the wteran constltuted only a part of the prob
lem. Thl' dramatiC II1cn:ase in enrollment precip
itated the need for more classroom f.,cilitle, .1nd 
m\truetors. Dr. Lee worked tlrelessly nOt only to 
handle the current CT1';,is, but also to channel um. 
mteme penod of change mto an OppOrtUlllty lor 
the permanent expan')lon and developmcllt: of 
the Umvt"rslty. 

Under Dr. Lee's stcady leadership,SMU sur
mounted the obstacles of the war, ,md the 
Must,Htg» succe<sfully fulfilled tbeir obligation to 

the lurion as leJders of the military and industry. 
This privlleged group of young mell .1I1d 
women grew up qujckJy during their wartime 
college d.t)"' and undemood precisely how ITag
tIe life and !tberty could be. SM U emerged from 
World War II stronger and with more character, 
whIch cl1.1bled the UlUversity to move lIltO a 
phenomenal penod of growth that included the 
addItion of over thirty new buildings and a sub
uncial lIlcrease 111 endowments. Dr. Lec's \\,IS-

dom Jnd unf.lltering dedlC<1tIoll. lIot only to 
SMU and the Dallas commlllllty, but ,1150 to thl' 
Ril'a of democracy, W,b immortJlilCd 111 hiS 
December 7, 1946 War Memon,] Addresv th.ll 
honored rhe 127 studcms who gave their IIVl" 111 

World War II: 

The dead have not glwn us ,1 beltl'r 
world; but cl,ey have renewed our optioll 
on 1[. By their deeds we .. lfC living Oil 

extended rime; once morc We..' can try to 
tilld justice and pC,lce .... And these OUI 
friends are not here to help l". l3ul 
because of them we h:tve Jnother 
chJllce. We have a chance to be decellt 111 

our relations with each other, to beal 
down our prejud,ce<.. . . . We Iuvc J 

eh,lnce to make democrac)' real here 
among us, to make cttizcmlup til tJlI"~ 

country mean sOl11ethlllg. ' * 

NOli'S 
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