Mustangs Go to War

Campus Life during World War 11

By PAMALIA ANDERSON

outhern Methodist University celebrated its

twenty-fifth anniversary in 1940 amidst
financial and 1deological uncertainty. The
Depression had left the young University strug-
gling, but the recent selection of Dr. Umphrey
Lee as SMU's fourth president promised to pro-
vide the leadership necessary to keep the
University solvent and redefine its educational
philosophy while at the same time contributing
to national defense and providing well-trained
young men and women—a vital resource for the
advancement of World War II abroad and on the
home front.

Faculty, students, and the Dallas community
welcomed and respected Dr. Lee, an alumnus of
SMU (Master of Arts, 1916) and former minis-
ter of Highland Park Methodist Church. He was
a minister, but foremost, he was an educator who
grasped the European situation and warned of
the dangers that Germany's aggressiveness posed
to democracy. He also understood the implica-
tons of US. involvement in World War 11 for
SMU.

Dr. Lee welcomed the student body of
1940-1941 with ominous words, as he and his
colleagues around the country contemplated the
fate of their institutions with regards to the cur-
rent world situation:
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It 15 impossible to forget that this 1s a
most unusual year. The world is in the
most terrible of all wars. ., . At such time
I cannot simply bid you welcome to a
good time. | hope that your year will be
pleasant, but [ should be sorry to think
that, when the world burns, Southern
Methodist University men and women
can forget that they are enjoying a high
privilege which conceivably might not
come to another generation.

Private universities in particular realized that
their very existence was in danger should they
lose a large portion of their male student body
and faculty members to the war effort. SMU saw
more than 400 male students and faculty
between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-six
register for the draft that October.’ Many
schools, including SMU, aggressively sought
contracts for military and civilian training pro-
grams in order to offset the loss of tuition. Dr.
Lee’s war correspondence files contain scores of
letters to the U.S. Department of War, Army gen-
erals, Navy admirals, and US. and Texas con-
gressmen that outline the facilities and instruc-
tors available at SMU. In anticipation of a war, he
offered aid and requested contracts from the




Dr. Umphrey Lee served as president of SMU through-
out the war years.

government to provide that help.’ Dr. Lee real-
ized that colleges and universities with military
reserve training programs already in place, like
the Reserve Officer Training Corps, had a dis-
tinct advantage because parents wanted their
sons to enter the armed forces as a commis-
sioned officer rather than an infantryman.
Students would naturally gravitate to the schools
that could provide military traimng while work-
ing on their college education. Secretary of the
Navy Frank Knox assuaged some administrators’
fears when he indicated that smaller instatutions
threatened with insolvency due to the wa
would be placed higher on the list for these gov-
ernment contracts than well-funded state nst-
tutions or those with substantial endowments,’
Students and faculty actively debated the
political situation i Europe and discussed the
role of the US., but by 1940 neutrality seemed
unlikely. A committee called the SMU Group
for Aiding Great Britain and Her Allies, support-
ed by Dr. Lee and the administration, raised

money for clothing, hospital supples, and emer-
gency kitchens. The University also established
a Civilian Defense Committee and  started
defense programs in engineering, business
administration, and aviation traimng. Despite the
anticipation of U.S. involvement in the war,
SMU students still regarded war as more of a
theoretical discussion, creating no disruptions n
their daily hves.

On December 7, 1941, the anacipation of a
war quickly changed to preparation. Frances
Berestord Bearden (Class of 1944) remembers
that Sunday afternoon as unusually warm for
December, She and other coeds lounged outside
Virginia Hall: someone threw up the window
sash and repeated the radio announcement con-
cerning the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Nowadays
nearly every student of American history knows
of Pearl Harbor, but on that fateful day Bearden
remembers “Wheres Pearl
Harbor?"

In his chapel address four days later, Dr. Lee

many asking,

announced the U.S, declaranon of war on Japan,
Germany, and ITraly. He indicated that the first
obligation of the University was the defense of
the nation, and he encouraged students to sup-
plement their studies with first md lessons or to
learn to fly through the Civil Acronautics
[raining program. Above all, Dr. Lee stressed that
the government wished for all students to stay in
school and prepare in specialized fields. He
explamed the lessons of the previous world war
in which college men left school to jon the
armed forces. They were among the first waves
of those to be killed, and no trammed men were
available to replace them.'

The SMU student newspaper, the Semi-
Weekly Campus, ran headlines on December 10),
1941, entitled “Students Accept Situation, Pledge
Support to Win War” and “Mustang Spirit Flares
as Students Unite for War"” that caprured stu-
dents’ reactions to the US, declaration of war
Fear, excitement, shock, acceptance of the
inevitable, and a resolution to defend the US
topped the reactions of the students mterviewed,

In an effort to dispel rumors regarding col-
lege campuses during the war, Dr. Lee published
a pamphlet entitled “The War and Its Effect on
the Operations of SMU,” which stated first and
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SMU's student newspaper was filled with reports of the war's impact on the university, but it
also covered those traditional campus activities that continued to take place.

toremost: “SMU will continue in operaton
throughout the duration of the war” He
explained that SMU would participate in armed
service training programs that would not onhy
provide instruction for men entering the service,
but also for women, men physically unqualified
tor service, and those students too young to be
SMU

trimesters, which enabled freshman to enter the

drafted moved from semesters to
University three nmes a vear and upperclassmen
to complete their studies faster. The prevailing
wisdom called for young men to get as many
semesters of college under their belts as possible
before heading into the service.’

Nineteen forty-two brought about signifi
cant changes that affected the world. the nation,
and the students of SMU. According to SMU
catalogs, the number of male undergraduate and
graduate students in 1941-1942 totaled 2,308:; by
the 1942-1943 school year that total dropped to
1, 886. In a January 1942 chapel address, Dr. Lee
emphasized the need to prepare and train for not
only the armed services, but also for war indus-

try and the postwar years. He reminded students
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to study the philosophy of Western Civilization
so that they might better grasp why the war must
be fought and won. Realizing the discomfort of
some with the current state of affairs, he added
nothing would be worse than for a group of
people, who are ¢ .:p.lHL' tll'\inm;: something for
the country, to be running about so disturbed by
the war that they can do anything but work.”
In the tirst half of 1942, students were inun
dated with recruitment informaton. The young
mcn ”]ll.'l'“-illzt‘\i [1]{.' IHL"\‘\.IE_{L' o stay 1n \\ll‘llil-
but many wanted to enlist in the reserves so that
they could choose the branch of the ar med sery
ices in which they eventually wished to serve,
War questions and rumors abounded, but
sources to answer those questions were readily
available through specially appointed faculty and
the swarms of armed SCTVICES representatves that
visited campus. Faculty members performed
new wartime duties on campus, and some of
those with skills in the specialized fields of geog-
raphy, mathematics, and engineering were called
Into active service. Some courses considered

nonessential to the war effort were cancelled.




and professors moved to other departments. For
example, Dr. Lester Jordan, head of the
Journalism Department, taught economics dur-
ing the war.

Despite all the changes, many extracurricu-
lar activities continued—even Hitler couldn't
stop the Southwest Conference from holding
football games. Athletic events, sorority and fra-
ternity activities, dances, theatrical and artistic
performances, and student life in general contin-
ued without interruption. One notable excep-
tion was the cancellation of the student produc-
tion of Madame Burtterfly, which was replaced by
something more American.” Other acuvities
continued, but with modifications. Due to war
restrictuons, ]lumu “i'llln!,’ lTJdﬂ']I'III\ wWere cur-
tailed and parade floats were prohibited. The
Pigskin Revue tradition continued despite the
fact that the SMU band lost nearly two dozen of
its sixty-plus members to the draft.” Younger
boys and even one girl joined the band to make
up for the losses.

The 1943 spring semester brought about
more changes: the University operated year
round and implemented the trimester system,
food and gas rationing was in full swing, the
School of Engineering operated on a twenty-

four hour schedule, and even Easter vacation was
dropped.” Student service organizations, hke
Alpha Phi Omega and College Organization for
General Service, as well as the honorary soci-
eties, turned all their volunteer efforts to the war.
Although many typical college activities and
events continued, student leaders tried to keep
social activities to a minimum in number and
scale.!

Throughout the war years, Dr. Lee delivered
addresses at the beginning of school, graduation
ceremonies, and chapel services and wrote
numerous speeches and articles for the campus
newspaper, yearbook, clubs, and orgamzations in
the Dallas area. The overriding theme of all these
addresses echoed Dr. Lee’s core beliet that stu-
dents not only had a duty to prepare for war, but
also to study history, government, economics, lit-
erature, and philosophy in order to understand
“what we're fighting for" and to make an “intel-
ligent contribution to the years after the war.™"

The SMU educational philosophy under
Dr. Lee stressed a liberal arts education, but it was
Dean Earl H. Flath’s School of Engineering that
spearheaded the expanding war-related curricu-
la. Two carly programs instituted at SMU were
the Civilian Pilot Training program, which pro-

SMU promoted its special
programs aiding the war

effort as a way to maintain
enrollment at a time when
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Women began enrolling in SMU's traditionally male-dominated engineering programs during the war.

vided ground school training for future Army
ind Navy flyers and the Engineering, Science,
and Management War Traiming Program (offered
i cooperation with the US. Office of
Educaton), which trained students for work 1n
military service and national defense industries
These free courses, which numbered nearly a
thousand by the end of the war, included
mechanical drawing, production supervision,
COsL ac countng, engine lx‘\llll:.:. SUrveying, !'.hi.n,
radio and many others. They trained students for
work in shipyards, munitions plants, and aircraft
I;IL['-‘l'IL"- \[1" other courses, such as an air raid
preparedness class for municipal officials and first
aid classes, targeted civilian training,.
lhe aforementioned programs kept stu

dents, faculty, and facilities operating, but SMU
sull hoped to procure a government contract
with the armed forces. A 1942 joint press release
from the Army and Navy reiterated the mandate
to college men to stay in school as the military

was i dire need of a steady flow of “men |1.;\m-.'_
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the requisite educational background for rapid
assimilation  into mereasingly important  and
ncreasingly technical fields of industrial and mil
itary service. " The Army and Navy planned to
enlist colle £C men mto reserve corps and leave
them on nactive duty status until they graduat
ed, unless circumstances prevailed that required
an immediate call to duty, As an incentive for the
men to devote themselves to serious study,
examinations would be required. Men who did
not meet the standards or those who did not
seern dedicated ln”dl.'\".'fnpm;_: capacities of lead
ership” would be mmmediately called to dury
Navy programs included the V-7, which sought
recent college graduates for officer training as
early as 1940, In 1942, the V=1 program recruit
ed college freshmen and sophomores and
required more courses than the V-7 program
Ihe V-5 program targeted “men who didn't fin

ish the V-1"

for “training as aviation cadets.”

program and high school graduates




In July 1943, the program got “under weigh” with
70,000 men reporting for duty at various colleges
and universities—SMU welcomed 220 of those
young men to the Navy.

While some SMU students participated in
the V-1, V-5, and V-7 naval programs, none of
these programs approached the scale of the
newest Navy college program announced in
carly 1943, In February, Dr. Lee received a letter
from US. Navy Vice Admiral Randall Jacobs
stating that SMU had been selected as one of
131 schools to participate in the Navy College
Training Program, better known as V-12." At a
special conference held at Columbia University
on May 14, 1943, Admiral Jacobs outlined
important features of the program. He described
the V-12 as a college program that placed stu-
dents on active duty as apprentice scamen. The
Navy intended for the students in the program
to enjoy a normal college experience, which
included high academic standards as well as
extracurricular activities. The main purpose of
the V=12 program was to turn out a continual
flow of the most qualified officer candidates,
with the cooperation of American colleges and
universities, in the least amount of time and with
the least expense.” The specific requirements of
the program set out in the “Plan for Operation
of the Navy College Training Program, V-12"
proved that these students’ college experience
would be far from normal. They answered to the
Navy first and the University second, which
meant uniforms, curfews, drills, inspections, and
extra classes.™

In July 1943, the program got “under
weigh™ with 70,000 men reporting for duty at
various colleges and universiies—SMU  wel-
comed 220 of those young men to the Navy.”
Though they had arrived that summer, the Navy
boys of the V-12 made their debut in the fall of
1943 as they paraded around campus dressed in
their Navy whites. The V=12 had an impact on
every aspect of student life and finally broughr a

tangible aspect of the war home to SMU. The
women moved out of the girls' dormitories in
order to make room for the men in the V-12
program, and the dormitories carried the new
nicknames of the USS Virginia and USS Snider.
In November of 1943, students reported to all
classes despite the Thanksgiving holiday because
the administration reasoned that civilian students
should not be permitted a holiday while the V-
12 classes had to meet.™ The V=12 men joined
fraternmities, honorary societies, athletic teams,
and student politics in addition to their rigorous
physical workouts, specialized classes, and Navy
duties.” Fifty of the V-12 studied pre-med and
pre-dental while the remaiming 170 concentrat-
ed in engineering. Later in the program, men
from the theology school participated in the V-
12 to train as chaplains. Although much smaller
than the Navy program, an Army Air Force unit
served on active duty that fall as well, studying to
be instructors. Men in the Air Force program on
campus were more restricted from  collegiate
activities because they did not attend classes with
regular and V=12 students, but they participated
in some social outings.”

From the perspective of the armed services,
the young SMU male students were prime can-
didates for use in the war effort. Every young
man on campus studied, attended classes, and
participated in daily activities with the looming
possibility of being drafted or sent to the front.
All of the reserve programs stipulated that the
men would stay in school to finish their educa-
tion, but the military could call upon the stu-
dents immediately in an emergency. Without
question, the war affected nearly every young
man’s life. In 1944, students saw many friends
leave for the war and despaired for many who
would never return. Young men on accelerated
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The 1944 Rotunda, SMU's student yearbook, took the war effort as its theme. being dedicated
to the V-12 naval unit on campus,

schedules graduared quickly and either enlisted,
went on active duty, or were called by the draft,
which by this time had lowered the eligibility
age from twenty-one to eighteen. News of those
abroad poured in from every theater of opera-
von. Sentumental stories of former classmates
meeting up in some strange locale topped head-
lines of the campus newspaper, as did the reports
of exceptional soldiers and the fallen. Frustration
and possibly a little guilt can be detected in the
editorials and articles of those who remained
behind to finish their educaton. Jack Harkey, a
V=12 engineering student, wrote, It 1s hard to sit
in classrooms while others are fighting our bat-
tles, but if Uncle Sam considers this more
umportant that bearing arms, then that 15 what
must be done™ Another article in the campus
newspaper speaks of the “forgotten man” left out
of the fighting front who must instead focus on
learning skills that wall be useful after the war.
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[hey all, however, found comfort in the plead-
ings of administrators and recruiters to stay in
school unal called to duty.

I'he year 1944 found the students continu-
ing to hold dances, teas, and picnics and attend
football and basketball games. Frances Golden
Ware and other 1944 classmates remember that
despite the unusual circumstances “they still had
fun” and managed to carry on as normal a col-
lege life as could be expected under the condi-
tions. The Student Council pledged to encour-
age war support through blood drives and war
bond sales, and it actively sought to provide
social activities that would foster the relationship
of the regular student body with those students
in V=12 and Air Force programs on campus.’
I'he 1944 Rotunda yearbook was dedicated to
the V=12 unit at SMU—the entire book carried
a naval theme with nearly every page featuring a
young man in uniform. That summer, Vivian




Anderson reported in her editorial for the June
7, 1944, Semi-Weekly Campus that “D-Day on
the Hilltop™ found Mustangs tuned into the
radio to hear the news with thoughts of friends
and famuly who participated in the battle.

Significant changes also occurred for young
women during World War 11, and those changes
produced a lasting effect on the American cul-
ture. The coeds of SMU were called to service,
called to industry, and ultimately, called to war.
Early on, SMU coeds faced the practical impli-
cations of the war, Shortages due to rationing
crimped their styles and appetites. The SMU
dietician encouraged students to eat fruit as a
substitute for sweets since sugar was being
rationed.” “Mustangs Stampede Co-op for
Scarce Candy and Gum” read one headline from
the campus newspaper:“‘Hershey bars is one lux-
ury which 1s now served to service men almost
exclusively,” quipped one coed in the article.
Frances Ware recalls the invention of pancake
make-up for use in painting one’ legs since
nylons were a scarce commodity. The rationing
of shoes presented problems, as did the rationing
of gas and tres, Ware remembers a law that pro-
hibited driving a vehicle over thirty miles per
hour, and a trip of any substantial length required
special permussion.”

Coeds bemoaned the scarcity of men on
campus as well. An SMU sociology professor
exacerbated young women’s fears when he fore-
cast in his Dallas Morning News article, " Another
Acute Problem of War: Old Mads by the
Thousands,” the faillure of many young women
to find husbands.” In a tongue-in—cheek edito-
rial in the campus newspaper, one coed alluded
to the “not quite exunct feature of a young
life—a date,” and advised any girl finding a man
who is “neither married, rheumatic, engaged,
adolescent—well, if you find him, before you
faint, GRAB HIM!"™"

The young women of SMU may have com-
plained of the inconveniences of wartime on the
home front, but in true Mustang spirit, they ral-
lied and went to work for the war effort. The
College Organization for General Service
(COGS), founded n 1943, gave campus girls an
opportunity to take part in the war. COGS
members knitted and rolled bandages for the

Red Cross, sent letters and copies of the campus
newspapers to men in the service, sent gifts to
army and navy hospitals, visited returning
wounded servicemen in local hospitals, support-
ed war bond and blood drives, and sponsored
social activities to integrate the V=12 unit on
campus.” A COGS-sponsored carnival to raise
money for the war effort featured nylons, hand-
bags, cigarettes, and Hershey candy bars as auc-
tion items.

Vivian Anderson Castleberry (Class of
1944) remembered the war years as a mixed
blessing—rationing meant items once consid-
ered necessities becoming luxuries, while heav-
en was a man in uniform.” As the editor of the
campus newspaper, she wrote an article entitled
“SMU Coed Is Changing to Fit Todays Tempo™
in which she articulated the changes occurring
in young women'’s attitudes and ambinions. She
noted that “social belles” joined “farmers” daugh-
ters” to fight the war, and many women became
more conservative—saving money, engaging in
healthy habits, and taking on more ambitious
classes and jobs once thought of as a man’
domain.” Young women headed several of the
key student body leadership positions, such as
the editor of the Romnda yearbook and the
Semi-Weekly Campus, for the first time because
the young men in these positions were often
called to service. Students debated the idea of a
coed as student body president: many of the men
were i favor of such a move because they real-
1zed thar a “girl” in the position would give con-
tinuity to the office, as most any upperclassman
would probably have to resign upon being draft-
ed. But not all men agreed. An editorial in the
campus newspaper took a “Glimpse mto the
Future Picture of College Lite™ and saw a stu-
dent class organization where emotion ruled
decisions and the student union would be paint-
ed pink.”

SMU coeds answered the call to industry as
women “flocked” to national defense courses
offered at the University. Dr. Ellis Schuler, Dean
of the Graduate School and professor of geolo-
gy. noted that “there is an unprecedented and
urgent need for women to take places in labora-
tories and in other work formerly done by men
who have been drawn mto the armed servic-
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es.” Record numbers of girls entered SMU's
School of Engineering, with Margaret Jane
Stroud Gronberg becoming the first woman to
graduate with a degree in civil engineering.”
Job postings for women as stenographers, typists,
civil servants, nurses, and defense workers filled
the campus newspapers. Frances Ware believes
that she would never have landed a teaching job
in the Highland Park school system right out of
SMU had it not been for the war."

For some SMU coeds and recent graduates,
the call to knit, save tinfoil candy wrappers, or
take civilian defense classes constituted their ini-
tial contribution to the war effort, but several
proceeded to join the armed forces. The Red
Cross begged coeds to relieve civilian nurses
whose ranks had been depleted by the Army and
Navy. Recruitment advertisements in campus
papers for the WACS (Women’s Army Corps)
and WAVES (Women Accepted for Volunteer
Emergency Service) women's reserves num-
bered nearly as many as those for the men." A
letter from Captain Walbridge, Director of Naval
Officer Procurement, to Dr. Lee succinctly details
not only the propaganda used to recruit women
for the reserves, but the actual legacy of the young
women that emerged from World War I1:

This urgent call for women does not
mnvolve the heroic sacrifice that many
parents and husbands believe it does.
On the contrary, it will give these
women a dignity and self-pride they
have never had before. It gives them dis-
cipline and courage to meet whatever
comes in hte and training n a new
work, which may well lead to a more
brilliant career after the war that would
not have been open to them except as a
result of their service in the Women'’s
Reeserve,

The letter goes on to request an endorse-
ment of the WAVES and a list of the names of
graduating seniors.” Mary Stein, 2 WAVE sta-
tioned in the V-12 office, agreed wholeheartedly
with Captain Walbridges assessment as she relat-
ed in a campus newspaper article, “lt is the most
wonderful opportunity that was ever offered
girls.”
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Thus, the young women of SMU dealt with
the realities of war. Social actvities like sorority
rush continued on a limited scale, courtships
were carried out via the US, mail, and a new
appreciation for the simple pleasure of a candy
bar or a new pair of shoes emerged. But more
importantly, many of these women succeeded in
traditionally male-oriented ventures, and by
doing so, forever changed the landscape of the
American workforce.

By 1945, SMU students speculated on the
date of V-E Day and were optimistic that the
war would soon come to an end. Because of
their confidence in an American victory, they
did not see the passing of President Roosevelt as
a catastrophe to the peace that was sure to
ensue.” Dr. Lee was informed that no new addi-
tions would be made to the V=12 unit on the
SMU campus,” and by the fall of 1945, he wel-
comed the first postwar class of freshmen to the
University, which included many returning vet-
erans, The World War 11 Veterans Organization
aided those servicemen returning to college, and
they obtained the first American Legion campus
charter in Texas.

New problems emerged and old problems,
which were shelved during war time, resurfaced
as the postwar era dawned at SMU. Dr. Lee had
planned to increase endowments and build
much needed facilities when he arrived at SMU
Just before the war. He continued to solicit funds
through capital campaigns during the war,
explaining in a 1942 pamphlet the need for an
additional $80,000 in income to cover fixed
expenses. The loss of tuition caused by the draft-
ing of eighteen and nineteen-year-olds and the
fact that the government contracts only paid for
themselves without adding income to SMUY
bottom line caused a major budger deficic.”
SMU needed to capitalize on those in the Dallas
community holding war bonds by requesting
their donation to SMU. The many impressive
buildings on campus led businessmen and com-
munity leaders to assume that SMU had ample
funds, but the future of SMU depended on
securing endowments to cover costs so that
tuition would not be the only source of income.
This would allow SMU to be selective in the
enrollment process. acquire scholarly faculty, and




To house the Influx of postwar veterans, many of them married, SMU erected a “trailerville” on the southermn end
of its campus.
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develop its reputation as a great university.*
Another issue facing SMU at the war’s end
involved the staggering enrollment of veterans
due to the GI Bill, which provided tuition ben-
efits for returning servicemen whose education
was interrupted by the war. SMU saw its enroll-
ment nearly doubled, which ordinarily would be
a blessing; however, the lack of adequate housing
turned this would-be blessing into a nightmare.
Average peacetime enrollment was around 1,750
students; the number climbed to 2,635 in
November of 1945 and on to 4,149 in 1946. In
an effort to deal with the problem, Dr. Lee cor-
responded with congressmen and government
officials, and through his efforts, SMU leased 108
trailers formerly used in the war from the
National Housing Admunistration in order to
provide housing for Gls with families.” SMU's
Trailerville was born, a village complete with its
own childcare nursery, organizations, and student
representation. Mustang Manor provided some
prefabricated houses next to Fraternity Row to
house athletic students, and Perunaville, located
near White Rock Lake, consisted of several
buildings of barracks that formerly served as
headquarters of the Fifth Ferrying Group and as
a prisoner of war camp; now they provided
housing for unmarried veterans.” But housing
the veterans constituted only a part of the prob-
lem. The dramatic increase in enrollment precip-
itated the need for more classroom facilities and
instructors. Dr. Lee worked tirelessly not only to
handle the current crisis, but also to channel this
intense period of change into an opportunity for

the permanent expansion and development of

the University.

Under Dr. Lee’s steady leadership, SMU sur-
mounted the obstacles of the war, and the
Mustangs successfully fulfilled their obligation to
the nation as leaders of the nulitary and industry.
This privileged group of young men and
women grew up quickly during their wartime
college days and understood precisely how frag-
ile life and liberty could be. SMU emerged from
World War 11 stronger and with more character,
which enabled the University to move into a
phenomenal period of growth that included the
addition of over thirty new buildings and a sub-
stantial increase in endowments. Dr. Lee’s wis-
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dom and unfaltering dedication, not only to
SMU and the Dallas community, but also to the
idea of democracy, was immortalized in his
December 7, 1946 War Memorial Address that
honored the 127 students who gave their lives in
World War 11:

The dead have not given us a better
world; but they have renewed our option
on it. By their deeds we are living on
extended time; once more we can try to
find justice and peace. . . . And these our
friends are not here to help us. But
because of them we have another
chance. We have a chance to be decent in
our relanons with each other, to beat
down our prejudices. . . . We have a
chance to make democracy real here
among us, to make citizenship in this
country mean something.” %
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