LETTERS FROM READERS

True American Soldiers
The following paragraphs are from a letter sent to the
editwr of Stars and Steypes, after it had pablished Lie
Frances Slinger's editorial, (See the Januwary Junrnal,
Jeis published here through the courtesy uf Stari und Neripei
and Colonel Flurence A, Blanchlieh,

What agrand geoup of women comprise the ANC. . . . .
At 2 time whea duty in civilian hie woul) b the highest
isancial remuneration [they] chose to give up all the cous
forts of home amd of the modern hospicals o give their
services to the men of the aomed forces, . . . . [They] ask
fur no favors, want o special considleration, but rather fice
dangers to help some wounded mun on his way to recovery.

1 have had occasivn to see many of the Army nunes in
the ETO and they were always happiest when they were
busy because then they were really being uszful,

Men, we owe these nurses the highest debt of apprecution
and the utmost respect. They are really just women, hke
vour sister, but they have proved beyond doubr that they
have the “guts™ of the best soldicr.

Al the praine, honnr, and respect we can shower an the
ANC cannot begin to compare to the glory cach of them
catns cach day a5 2 true American soldie.—Cisrin 8.
Wiicrr, Ja., Fiest Lieutenant, 250 Engr. C Ba., Adjutant.

Order Your Journal Index Now

I have always used the Jowrna! Indec—hueriedly, un-
thinkingly, successfully—but in the Lt ten days ivenrmelp,
szarching for every reference to that clusive ereature knuwn
under at least ten names—ihe practical aurse. Tu be sure,
the Jaurnals Index title fur hee m.: chanzed with the times,
but the seeker is led gently 10 ane general point of relerence
each year, What a telicf=what 2 joy! Please bless all thwe
who decide these delicte issues. The contrast to less well
constructed indices 1s immense, as [ am learning every day.

I suppese that sometimes the wealth of detail and crass
relerence may seem space- and paper-consuming, but what
an aid to quick knowledge! The fournal Index is the best 1
tuve seen and the simplest to use. After days of delving, 1
can speak with assurance and knowledge. Just try checking
in some of our textbooks or other journals where vou find
vourself without guide, compass, charts, or radio beam, lost
ui an impenetrable forest of wornds.

1 like your Inder so much that [ had to write amd say so.—
. D., RN, New York,

[Something new in this arca has been added to the 1934
Journai—the entry “vocational nurse,” vne of the new terins
being wsed to designate the erstwhile practical pune, Iach
subscriber is entitled to a copy of the Index, un reguest.—
Tue Enrrors.]

The Bordeaux School Carries On
After more than fuur years of silence, | hope at last o

renew cuntact with you. Our schoul, 3 memorial to American
nurses, was taken over by the enemy in January 1941, You
would have trouble in recognizing it, but luckily the build-
ings renutined. Nothing is left of the ball of the school nor
una”__n dining-ruom. Al the ground floor has been sacked.
All the partitions for the individual students” roomns have
been taken away, the cupbaards, et cetera. Only the garden
remains beautiful.

Your memorial is weakened and disorganized, but living.
Two weeks after the departure of the enemy, requests for
admission to the schuol began to come in to us again. The
doctors of Bundeaux implored us 1o open the hospi vhich
was pilliged and partially destruyed—for the grod af the

Fur along tune we have had nuthang to cluthe v stdents
in, We use ol sheets to muake dresses and aprons, and these
are limited 1o six or seven per student. We huve no more
veils or stowckings. Our shoes luve wonden soles, or we wear
straw sanlals,

All thus is lintle, 1 know, in comparsen o the sacritices
secessary fur the victory m which we huve always bebievad.

Affectinate grect g ngale

Sharing to the Best of Their Ability

[t st casy for a grandiother wha is reoted e her
to et up early and, in 2 completely dith I »
i bersell by 6:50 a2 solitary bigure hastening alung
a bleak corridar to ward duey. You think, *1 dua't have to
do it." But ance on duty, there comes a sense of belunging
and pride in being able to help i this very impactant part
of the home tront, You are holding some vounger narie’s
job fur her while she, on the front lines, s giving shalled
nursing service to wounded fghting men: aml vou are
helping assure those men that their home fulks will have
adzquate hespital care.

Professional nursing demamds hife-long learming. Whea 2
docter “springs” something new o you, like pyodovin
deticiency, you learn not o get paaicky insule, but to rurn
to a textbook, Or, if the treat orderad is unfamiliar,
vou consult the ward book and vou learn somethibg mure.

“The knewledge, eficiency, and courtesy of tday's vounger
graduates and the vistas of opportunities open o them is

tsparatiun (o an uhler nurse. My recent briel experience
1 psvchiatey convinces me that the nuesing profession will
take an inportant part in this phase of postwar work.

1 said 1o my son before be left fur the South 1Y
“Something great is happening in our werld, Tt weee better
never to have been bam o be alive teduy and oot
shate, to the best of one’s abulity, i this bour of humamiy’s
travail“—Mameoa Davis, RN, California,

1 am seventy-twa years ohd bue am working eight
a day ar cur County Hospital, Some day 1 want 1o write
about my thirtv-six vears of norsing expenience—MancauLr
irzen, RN, Californis,

1 always enjoyed the Journal, while living and working in
the USA but now, trving to wark in the mud of France, we
look forward to receiving it mare than ever. Through it many
athers besides myself maintain a certain contact with nursing
in our own US.

In our tent hespital, a very new expericnce for all of us, the
end results of our i ity and fulness are .
We have concrete foundations and electricity in the ward
tents, candles znd kerosene lamps for our quarters. Hest
wishes to all—Lizcresast Loxa W, Yares, ANC,

The Nurse Draft
A draft of nurses would be a “class deaft," uniaie and nnt
the “American way." If all men can be drafted and taught 1o
kil surely all women can be drafted and tauzht te nuese. —
RN, New Yark.

If nurses wers drafted, we woulid be neither disgraced nor
imposed upon, Our fighting men are not disgraced by being
drafted. We are proud 1o be clissified with them as cssential
and ready to do a job that can be dane by ne other group.
— RN, Nlinois.

Please Sign Your Letters

Unsigaed letters cannot be publihed, Your name will be
ithheld if you wish.—Tue Evituns.

community, bat vur nurses are seattered throughout France,
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