
ANC Reinforcements Land In France 
By YI:-;r.oE ~1. P ."'TO:-;, R.!\'. 

:\;\'C REINFORC E!lI [:-';T S arc nceded frolll lime to 

lime in the [o£'\ ard hospltals as Ihe (ours: of b.11 t Ie 
throws ntw dcm ~U1ds upon these ill\l~lbtiOJl\. To 
meet this need with dle least po'isihlc dcby. a pool 
of volunteer nurses was fonned anJ sent 10 FrancC'. 
This is the story of their cxpcricllccs ;lIld impres­
sions from the time they were selected in Engbnd 
until they arrl\'cd here. 

:\SSE.\IDLlXG TilE NURSES 

:\ transit hospital in south England was chosen 
lS tlH! are:l where the nu rses from variouc; points in 
,ho United Kingdom should assemble. ~bny had 
nC\'cr seen such a hospital before. This was one of 
,he hospitals which took immediate care of 'he 
pJticnts from the inv:].sion beadles. The chief nurse 
told how the staff had been awake the whole night 
before D-day, Ambulances wi,h the first palients 
"'Cre alre:!dy at the door by eight· thirty on that 
f"eful morning. They had transferred patients 
from the ships which had r~turned ,cross the 
channel from the invasion beaches. 

Through Clrcful t!':lining the hospital staff is 
,ble to admit hrge numbers of patients in record 
time. t\ patient 3\'t't:lges only fifteen minutes in the: 
Jdmitting area. A ward of twenty·fi,"c patients had 
been seen by the ward officer, dressings changcJ , 
and orders wciuc:n, within an hour. 

When the soldiers arrived at the transit hospital 
thc:ir first concern \\-:15 to get dean. There wcre 
showers for the ambubnt,. help in bathing from 
nurses and other patients for the handicapped. 
Some had beards a half inch long. (t WaS not un­
common, as the days at the:: front increased, to use 
(our blades in sh.1ving one patient. Then there wcre 
hJir cuts and a cl13ngc of clothes. The next concern 
was food-hot fresh food in unlimited quantities 
lnd time to eat it! ·nlcir stomachs were like 
bottomless pits. The dietitians took special care 
that food was att!':lctivcly served and that special 
diets, such as those for soldiers with jaw injuries, 
Were adequate in nutritional value. In audition to 
being clean, the apex of luxury was a clean bed 
wi th wliite sheets. It is am:l7.ing how few nlccotics 
. ft net-ded and the patients awaken only for food. 

1lut the primary function of the hospital is to 
e"acuate patients to other hospitals farther back. 
\105t patients arc c\':J.cuateJ within rwenty·[our 
hours. In one hus)' day as many as 800 had passed 
'hrough, so speed is also needed in the process of 
Imding. One train of some 300 patients \\'a< loaded 
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:md on its "';1\' wirbin lOrl\·· ,i \"c mill\lIc.:s lime. 
TI!c pool ml~c" will rCllln~\ba their St:I\' in lilt· 

:1S\Cmbljn~;HC::l JHlI 0111\· hCl,lll\(.: of tht: th il;!!s tlln 
Icarned. :r1u.:n.: W.IS a'n allllo,phc-n: of f~iendl~' 
hdpfidnc~s. 51:llf Iltlr:-.c:s s!Llrt:t1 tht·if daycoom with 
the pool lltlr.-CS. There W;L<; a r~hlio hought In' the 
nurses' fund, a piano IO:IIlCd by Spc.'(iJI Service, :1 

stove. gr:l.,\s nil:!" on the 1100r, and (olllfor[;.lblc 
chairs ; Imost I~kc home. The ~Ihltl(ions hut haJ 
moonn plumbing. Tile nursc.:s i1JJ painted the 
w:JlIs grt-en :lnd pbcc.:d mirrors at convc.:nient 
heights. :\1\ clt.:ctric w;Jshin,~ m:lchinc: made it 
po~ .. iblc (0 UO h~l minute bundf'\' ; an ironing 
OoJrJ Ix:hind Ileal SCrtTlI .. ill the 'tbvroolll w;;'; 
alwan hu~v . . 

TI;c chJi,c:l WJS strikingly bt'.lutiful. w.lils tinted 
soft blue, the Jit:Ir decoratc.:d with cJ.nJlc5 lnu rcu. 
yellow, and brown nowers arrangeJ with t:lfe taste 
by the ·opc.:r.Hing room supervi!'oo r, The flowc~ 
were a gift fronl Ihe g:lrch:lls of J fric:nJty duchess 
who often scnt miniJtme bouquets for cach 
patieO( and uccor;uiolls for rlu.: (:lhles in the mess 
hall. 

TIle: ,roo) nu~sc5 r:njoyeJ these things becJ.use 
they knc\\7 ·thJ.[ soon in Fr.mee [1IC\' would be 
liviilg undcr very different conJitions: In prepar3.· 
rion for this, the: assembling area luu qUJrlereti 
them in tents m:lking them =tS comfortable :'lS 

possible in thcir first transilion from permJ.nenl 
quarters, There: were: concrete Huors, a sto\·e. 
electric lights, Jild canvas cots. The nur~es learned 
how to tic the fbps properly to keep out the: rain 
anJ to In:lint:tin a bbckout. One: night they 
pitched and skpt in their pup tc.:nts to Ic::.trn how to 
manipubtc this t.'<]uipmcnt. The\' were sell( on 
long hikes in full lidd unifonn" 'lmmuni7"':llions 
wc.:rc brought up to d:ttc Jnd field cquipmclH nude 
complc:(c. 

When the hst bit of preplrJtion W35 done they 
were scnt to the: next station to join an QVcr<;e35 
troop mov~mcnt callcd "joining: the packet." 

JOI:-':l:-';G TIlE P.\CK ET 

They were sr:n[ in a special COJch from the 
J..."sc:mbling: Jre.1 to the station where they woulJ 
preparc to join the mo\'C:mcnr. nlere the)' were 
quartered in the former comm:muing officer's 
house. ll,ere was little time to enjoy this post. The 
first day whih.: still travel \\'eary the}' answcred an 
SOS to help sort mail. (fhere is no way to describe 
the headache for the :\1'0 staff which large troop 
movements make.) They rccei': cd their fin31 issue 
of equipment J,;cluding _ C:':lt~~n~h~r:'g shovels in 
case Ihey shoul 1:1\'e to (J ig fox holes. Some of the 
equipment Iud to be brought from London and 
the truck returned at 3:00 .-\.~f • • in time for the 
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Q.M. office; to issue and the nurses to pack it be­
fore the early take-off. A last important item of 
issue was sea·sick tablets. 

The troop commander was very young to be a 
lieutenant colonel (only twenty-six). He had land­
ed on D-da,- with his infantry division and was per­
sonally leading his battalion in an attack when 
he was woundcd. Evacuated to the United King­
dom by air, he was well again. and was now return· 
ing to join his battalion. He was a slender, quiet, 
unassuming indi"idual but he had an air of confi­
dence which made him a good leader. His accent 
disclosed immediately that he was one of Georgia's 
gifts to the Army. 

It was a bright sunny morning when the:: nurxs, 
dressed in combat clothing, wearing sted helmets, 
web belt with first-aid kit, canteen, and entrench­
ing shovel, musette arid gas mask slung, rJld a 
horseshoe blanket roll over the right shoulder, 
stepped into formation and marched off with the 
troop'- The post band turned OUt with brilliant 

. music and they weco otT to the rail hcad. 

CROSSIXC THE CnASSEL 

The traffic crossing the channd is carefully 
regulated. It is at the rail head that final arrange­
ments aco made for a secret time of departure. All 
ships which belong to a particular com'oy are 
made ready. The'p.ool. nurses were only a drop in a 
bucket as compared to. the large number of troops 
waiting in this area to cross the Channel. The 
soldiers in charge of the billets who had been told 
to prepare for "a special sniper group" were much 
surprised to see a group of nurses. 

There is not much one can do in a restricted 
arr:a. Some of the: nurses went to. the cinema, 
others to the Red Cross Club, and a few who 
stayed at home enjoyed the phonograph and 
records one af the officers brought. The music 
brightened this last evening in England. 

Whether because of the sea-sick tablets or 
whether the Channel was unusually calm, none of 
the nurses became ill. The first evening was a busy 
one getting acquainted with the ship, having 
dinner with so many people (there were five 
sittings), and practicing life-boot and gun-alert 
drills. Though it was Sunday, there had been no 
time to pause for church. When everything was 
quiet, everyone below deck, and the blackout on, 
the voice of the chaplain came o,'er the loud 
speaker in a brief vesper service. 

The ship was one of four specially built vessels 
which had transported infantry on D-day. It was 
operated by a British crew and had a Royal Navy 
detachment aboord. The British troop officer was 
most considerate of the American nursing sisters. 
"Queue up-line up" (trying to speak American) 
"for first supper," he announced. What meals that 
ship servedl Even fried chicken I It seemed a very 
fine bit of courtesy from a friendly nation. 

Suddenly the voyage was finished and the m:' 
stepped off the ship into a waiting LS,\ which .. :' 
quickly lowered to the surface and steered Ui ' I " 

the coast. The door \Vas let down and the n;" ., . 
marched off on the sands of one of the fam ." . 
D-day bo3ches. As they looked at the high 0'. " 

hanging bluff it \\-:15 nor hard to realize Ihll ,1; :. 
beach had been t3ken from the Germans at a c. ,.,. 
The colonel kncw how steep the climb would h,· '" 
had told the nurses to await his return while I" 
marched off at the head of his troops up the t[;lii '0 
the top of the bluff. In a short time a truck c:"", 
asking for the "important baggage" which d" 
colonel had sent him to bring. That \\-:15 how ,il, 
nurses could ride to the top. 

On the top of the bluff everything was deserted 
except for some scattered Army teots, :1 few Army 
vehicles, and fields of disembarked American lnJ 
British troops. Pointing beyond the hedgerow 10 J 

small empty field the colonel said, "This is d" 
nucscs' a,e3. Make voursdves at home." Th, 
r.urses took off their 6ea,1' equipment, sat down 
on the grass and began to wash their faces 3nd 
comb their hair in preparation for a suppcr of K 
rations. Their morale was very high. They We" 
prepared, if necessary, to pitcll their pup tenls and 
spend the night there, but after some delay truel" 
came for them. In some mysterious \\"3y hot cOITc: 
from one of Ihe tents was brought to supplement 
the K rations 3nd the nurses, bidding the troop 
commander good-bye, rolled off into the night. 

LURrm<G To LIVE IN FRANCE 

The: hedgerow country adjact:1lt to the invasio:'l 
be::aches was the most fiercdy contested territory 
in the present phase of war. Shell holes, blasted bil! 
of road, signs COlding, "Mines cleared to the hedg,," 
and whole devastated villages look b3d enough ~. 
broad daylight. They appeared awful by the ill!, 
light of a cloud-blocked-out moon as the nu",: 
tra"e1ed a strange road in a new country. Trucb 
had to drive with " cat eyes" and the road \\":IS: 

constant stream of convoys. The: constant "swish' 
of the lighter vehicles and the "swoosh" of th: 
heavy ones bstened itself on the memories of Ih: 
nurses in thar first ride. Because of the numeroc 
detours and one-way traffic roads, the dr;"er 10\ 
the way and took a road which led them into on' 
of the most damaged cities of the aCOl. It \\, 
i:oo A.'L when the nurses were finally asleep 0: 

COts in a tent of one of the general hospitals in I~. 
area. 

In the morning they Were taken to a stat io: 
where they found pyramidal tents set up in a P'" 
ture designated as the "nurses' area." The)' ur. 
rolled their bed rolls on the grass inside the ten 
and began to settle down. From the field kitch, 
they ate from their mess gear, washing it in cans c 
water in the fidd custom. In the evening a Fre",' 
woman came to milk the cows and the nurses fau n 
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considerable uifficulty in telling her in their French 
,hJt ,hey would like to help her milk. 

The second dJ.v, half the nurses were aWJ.kened 
verY e:uly in the "morning ami sent by truck to the 
TIl lrd Army Headquarte r> from which they were 
10 be :lSSignc,1 to hospitals in that command. The 
Itor\" ' continuos -with [he remaining half of the 
nu~s. TIley were taken on ii 'six-milc: hike to give 
thcm J bener acquJintance with the country in 
'rhieh [hey were !i\·ing. At the fim stop they were 
shown the w:l.y a mine detector opc:rates. :\ little 
brlher down the road ,hey saw groups of engineer> 
Jt work on the tedious task of delcing the mines 
from Ihe fields of the area, foot by foot. That after­
noon was devoted to lectures on current events , 
Fr.ncc, Germany, booby trJps, mines, and pro­
nunciation of French. 

Next morning they \Vcrc 3\\"3kened carly and 
loaded on a G.!. [ruck for the next lap of their 
journey. All day long the convoy moved on until 
Ihe hedgerow country and its devastated villages 
wore replaced by wide fertile plains where crops 
were being haNested. The neat stacks of hay and 
[he stubble fields looked much as they do in 
Amc:ric. This was the area n.oherc: the Germans 
had been surrounded and forced to surrender. 
There were pleasant rivers and green wooded 
areas. As one of tbe nurses remarked, "It is hard 
10 beUeve there had been any war there until sud­
denly a damaged building, a wrecked German 
rchicle, a fox hole, or a grave would come in 
sigbL" 

For eighteen hours the convoy rolled on. There 
was no stopping for meals; the nurses opened their 
I\. rations and ate as [hey [ode, As the convoy pene­
lrated farther and farthor into France, American 
laldier> stationed there would stop at their work 
,nd send up a yell. One M.P. directing traffic in a 
deserted village said, "WeU, .1'11 be doggoned!" 
TIle French civiJi;ms shouted "Les femmes!" in 
welcome, The children ran beside the truck throw­
ir.g apples and the nurses threw back candy, wafers, 
and gum. 

As the night began to blacken, the convoy con­
[inued to speed on. Then the roads and bridges be­
gan to be damaged as in the hedgerow country and 
detOUr> began to be frequent. This was [he fi rs t 
time the nurses had crossed a stream on 8 pontoon 
bridge. Rain began to fall at inteNals and it was 
cold in the open truck. Then the guide became un­
certain of the road. 

The nurses ~'ere weary. their faces were wind 
burned. and their eyes red from the dust of the 
rood, but they behaved like Spartans. They passed 
th rough ei[ies still smoking from German bomb­
ing;. They saw signs phinly warning of mines and 
booby traps. One nu,," made hor way to the chid 
nurse and asked, "Isn't there danger we might fol­
low one of these wrong roads right out into enemy 
lerritory?" She ad mitted the possibility , but re-
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called that all nurses hJ.d their GcncvJ. p.l'''C\ to r 
proteedon. :\n hou r bter, still lost. anoda" r IHlr-.e 
whispered, "Don't you think th:lf someone !ihntlld 
take: charge .:md do something}" Said thr chit.' 1 
nulX', "I think he: i~ cloing: the hese he c m. \\"l" ;\f t" 

~ f:u forward the roads afC not m:uked \ T r\" 

plainly, but he kecps asking the ~ntric.: ~ , I Ie wiil 
find :t eventu::J.lly, You are quite chilled, \\'hy 
don't you pur on your r.linco:lt ?" Sh e.: did, :1I1d 
then lay down in the bottom of the.: trth:k ;lI\d \\,1' 

soon f';t asleep. 
:\t h'it the destination "'J.S rl·adll'll. Tht: (Olll ­

nunding officer was a'\'J.kc to per~{)rull y rC("l'i\'l' 
the nurses and to help them pbcc their lugg:lgt: in 
the tent prepaccd for them. "I've: l lw;lYs wundt'n:d 
what a bunch of nurs::s did when the \' got ill to ~ I 
place in the middle of the ni~h[ an,I 'n~w 1"11 ~<: I 
a ch:mcc to sec," he: joked. 

BElu:-,;o n l E Ll ~F. S 

TIlc nurses slept from we.:l rinl'ss despi te: the 1~ II.: t 
[he C.O. had told [hem a German ,old in hJd "<cn 
picked up on the grounds till [ d:l\' , that Ihe\' could 
hear shelling in the distance, and :l delayed :It:tion 
mine exploded near the ard. 

TIlls insralbtion was on the grounds of J. brgc 
chatcau. \Vith a young French woman whose hw.· 
band was with the Free French Army, two of the 
nunes visited the village cure. From a huge \'ohum: 
of history he told them somothing of [he commu­
nity. The estate of some ::! .5°O acres was fi rst ml'n­
rioned in the thirteenth century. It waS acquired 
by and had remained can[inuou,l), in the hlnds of 
the present family. despite the (e\'ohuion. sinl"t: 
IiI;. The village: of about ninety soul ~ wen: tht: 
caretakers employed by [his family. A fine old 
church, built as :1 memorbl to one of the WOOlt'n 

of [he wealthy family, had beauliful "ained gb" 
windows and a hancl·carved wooden pbqut: of fmc: 
workmanship abo\'c the aitl r. To the s..'l lTI e henC H )' 

lent family the village owcd its museum :lnu mrxl ­
ern school. 11" family had ned 10 Pari, 3 1 [he he' 
ginning of the war four years before and unt il th:11 
weck the chateau hau been Gennan hC:ldqu:J.Ct t· r ~ 
for the area. They had presen'ed the building. The 
wcll' e<Juipped large kitchen aml stO\'o big en"" ,~h 
to prepare food for a fabulous number of gu<" ,. 
the cut glass chandelie r>, the paneling of the well · 
stocked libra ry of bcaul ifully bound books, [he 
piano in the large dra.\\·ing·room were all unu;lm ­
aged . . Many varicties of trees grew in the grove 
:about the chateau. Vines, flowcrs, and statuarv 
still remaim::d. At one cnd of the garden was 'a 
swimming pool at least tOO fcct across, It \\'a .. an 
unusual experience to sec: this old country estatc. 

Next day the nurses were st~ned at an.s5!.cu· 
at~n hospital which had been very buS)Tuc to [he 
large number of woundcd GCI1Illn prisoners tJ ken 
in the area. One ward ([he "hig [OP," mJde by 
interlacing: fOllf tenl") had nincl Y hed'i of pric:.onc: r 
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patients. One of the staff nurses had lost two mc:m~ 
hers of her famih- in the waf and it waS:1 hard ex­
perience for her '10 work on th:tt ward . But 35 she 
washed blood and grime from their faces and 
changed their soiled drc.s..o;ings she m:tdc her deci­
sion . .. [ don't sec any kltf-W3\' business in this," 
she s.1itl, "if thc\" rc n~t killed ;omc:onc ttl!' to take 
care of them." . 
" ;rwo dJ)'slarcr the pool nurses wen; pbcc.:d with 

\.a field hospital. Its own platoon of nu N'S ":ld not 
arri\'(:d and Amcric::m soldiers. :ldmitlcd JS pJticnts 
before the cot s C.lmc. were lying on blankets on the 
ground under the first hasril\" cn:ctc:d ward tent. 
:rhc su n shone hotly and 501;'C p:uients h.:ld high 
fevcr. The nu=s rolled up Ihe ,ide of Ihe ten[, 
washed their faces, and sen'cd supper. The cots ;I r­
ri"cd the next morning so that the p:ll iclHS wcre 
high ano dry when a downpour came. 

The big e\'cnt here W~I S a visit to the paticnts by 
Bing Croshy. who gave a show:it a troop installa­
tion ncar hy, Thc nur5CS were all permined 10 go 

and the C.O. himself watched Ihe ward, insiq. 
that he had kncrs to write and had no time' 
"such foolishness," so that the nurses would: . 
embarrass him wit h [hoir !:ralitudo. ,\s tho \1 :, 
mJde a rescryed space at (he front of [he arCl, i :.': 

thou....,nds of troops sitting on the ground wail i:-.:: . 
began 10 cheer loudly, and when [he nurses , ...... 
that Bing Crosby had not arri\'ed they reali /_ d 
Ihat the cheer was for [hem. \!any of the mon h ,d 
not seen American women for m~n ths. The ~hOl"\' 
was wonderful and Bing ended by singing the nl l) , 1 

loudly requested song, "'Yhite Christmas." 1r W, i ~ 
an all-;\merican group including Negro and orit: :I ' 
(al f:lces :lOd each man responded with one cmat i'l:'! 
to the song. 

,\t the fidd hospital, Major ~IcGfferty, Chi, j 
;-':urse of [he rim Army, found [he group OC..! 

gave them their permanent assignments. \\'i!h 
their sc\'cral units thc\'. like those who went to tht 
Thin! Arm\' , will scn:c as reinforcements with lilt: 

fo~\'~rJ ho;pitals untii "it's o\'er over here." 

The Barbados Nurses Association 
By EU:-; ICE GIBSO:-;, R.N. 

I F YOU will look at your map, you will find that 
Barbados is Ihe maS! easterly isbnd of Ihe Lesser 
Antilles, in the Bri[i,h West Indies. !t has an orca 
of 166 squ3.re miles and a popub(ion of :!oo,ooo, 
i\(ost of the ishnd is rur-II. One hospi(:ll serves [he 
entire island :lnd is financed by the go\'ernment 
though controlled by an independent board. 

The: island has ~llways bee:n a British possession. 
Laws arc made b,' local baJies, the House of 
Assembly and the Lcgislati\'c Council. These arc 
similar to th e: House of Commons ~lJlJ the I·louse 
of Lords in Engbnd, but when bws arc nude here 
Ihey must be appro"ed by [he Seere[ary of Slates 
for [he Colonies. 

Nursing in Blrb:tdos has been innuenccd in 
a great measure by British and C:lOadbn nurses. 
TIIere arc about 3i5 registered nurses. including 
:1 great number who registered in 1934 as "existing 
nurses," trlOsc who were not fully qUjlificd at tht" 
lime of registration. There arc approxim:ucly I::!O 

nurses on the hospi l:ll staff, including six O\'C(5C;1S 

tf'Jined nurses, :l~ we-lias l<X'alh- tr.linnl rcr:i stt'rco 
nuIXS and studell t nurses, -The m:,jor'ity an: 
students. 

The Barbados Nurses A;~ociation wJ,s in:llIgu­
rated in July 1936 wilh [en members enrolled. 

,.llSS GIllSON (Bl rb.l.dos General) h3d JJ\'Jnced fr:linin.t: in 
obstetric :and public heJhh nUr5inl: in Enl:bnd , She Iud 
ex(X'cience in pri\";.1lc nunin~ in 1he U. S. Jnd h;ls \' i ~ited 
hoo;pitals :and nurse.s "in the si.:~ Uritish \\'~t Indies hLnds 
bc-tween BarbldCM and Boston ::and in Trinidld." Sinee 1940 
she Ius been supcn.-isor of the work r:micJ on by the 
BuOOdos Nurses Associ:ation. 

The objccti\'es of the organiz.:uions at t1ut timo: 
were to 

(.1) imure 1 high sllndJrJ of nursing in B.ubldm, 
(b) encourlgc Ihe honor::ablc prlClice of the pro 

fession, 
'Cc) promote knowledge concerning mJUcrs em· 

nected with or of interest to the nursing profession h" 
means of lectures, conferences, study. ::and persoll:1.: 
cxch::ange of views, 

(d) provide funds including::a pro\'ident fund for th~ 
benefit cf iu members, 

(t) :tfford means for.socill ga thering5 for the: promo· 
lion of hencr understanding ::among nurses. 

NUrJing bUT(Qu.-By December 1936, when lilt' 

membership had grown to thirty·six. it was found 
nccesSJ.ry to start an employment bureau to help 
in placing qualified professional nU"es and another 
objecti\'e \\'JS adopted: 

(j) to OlJint:1in 3 burCJ.U to supply fully qUllitid 
nurses for employment. 

Through th is bureau, nurses can be: secured (0 

C;lrc for patients in private homes as well as in the 
Barbados General HospitaL Thirty-two nursc~ 
arc now registered at the bureau. Three hundred 
and sixty·sc\"Cn calls for nursing service: were filled 
during the past year; of those, sixty-eight were fa, 
'peeul duty at the Barbados General. 

Diltn'ct nurJing Jffl'ia'.-ln the course of thei r 
work, the nurses Clrne in cont.Jet with people who 
were in need of nursing service, but were unable 
to pay :1 private: nurse or :1 vi~iting nurse's fec. 
One brgc parish, in which nursing service W.\$ 
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