for 20 yeors ond it
still runs like now!”

Dependable - Quiet Running Durable

Overhead
Traveling
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for slugs, the company assu
risks for phony nickels.

® Cut Commission—To compc:;

such possible losses and for . ..
proprictors of selling and red ...
slugs, the company whittled t, ..
owners’ commission from 2249 1 ..
of the money paid into booths.

Toys Are Scarce
Retailers will get one-half
normal Christmas requirement
Toymakers hope to reach il
production for 1945 season.

Cardboard soldiers, wooden guns,
voiceless dolls. and other Wartimme
Christmas toys are headed for what
the trade ferven hopaisthurlm
ersatz roundup. Even if restrictions og

cutical matenials should be
lifted between now and Dec. 25, man
ufacturers couldn’t swmg into Y"‘d%

tion in time for this year's holida
business. .
2 for 1945-But bv neq

N when buycrs flock to Ncw Yot
City’s American Toy Fair to b for
Christmas, 1945, they to have
cnough metals, lumber, leather, and to.
tiles to offer samples that will bear rea
sonable resemblance to prewar linc-,
Toy manufacturers not qualifv
for t production . authorizations in
WPB, since production of toys was
never specifi prohibited; hencc thev
must wait for general lifting of r
strictions. Normally, about 40% of the
industry’s volume is derived from mctil
toys. Given matcrials, reconversion will
be no problem for the industry.
® Some in War Work—Some plants arc
still tied up with war work, but onls
about 150 of the country’s 400" manu
facturers succeeded in ada ting  their
nonprecision equi t( as stamp-
ing machmcsmm;:nch resses) to war
work. Of thcse,‘only about 30 firms

| got into war production on a large scak.

Meanwhile, this year's Christmas
toys will be much like last year's—but
fewer. Manufacturers’ quotas to cstab
lish customers vary upward from 407
of prewar hases, and most retulers
wﬂr probably get about half their nor-
mal requirements. Competing for this
diminﬁcd supply is a bigger army of
buyers than ever, thanks to incrcased
purdusmg power and the higher war
time birth rate which has bmuﬁht an
estimated 2,000,000 additional children
into the toy market. )
o Sales Ew.] )cspitc meve
table ing, with attendant cmpha:
sis on hi riced merchandise, retailors

total sales this year are expected to drop
24 Busincss Wook © October 7, 1944
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about 20% from last year's $200,000, :
000. (By contrast, normal prewar re- Boom Town' \'V|

tail volume was about $240,000,000.)
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| This is partly because of actual mer- Eau Claire sees risir ; ¢
N NEW USE for : ;ﬁ’x'ﬁcﬁf T}kgﬁwﬂﬂfﬂ of big: ployment after the war re sy
| MARCHANT /" || 55 s s s oo e
§

frames and wheels, small metal items  U. S. Rubber Co. plant to ire
like toy animals, wagons with metal

axles, or sleds with metal runners. But The 35,000 citizens of Eau
these do not represent reconversion, but Wis., believe that theirs is the ack
a production OK. wrung from WPB city in America, Yhat it has the 1o

"We always thought rotry calcu-

i lators were suirable only for multi-
- plying large figures, but recenc §
Marchant im- ;

by manufacturers with stocks of postwaxl!_)ls];ccts B
provements now tially completed toys. Inventories Sl:'y ® Back hl: wres—Their justific: on 8
enableustoshow still contain a little prewar merchandise.  this belief is that the illette 10 ™
. big savings even ® Toys From Scrap—Most seckers  of United States Rubber Co,, | g te
when figures are this year will have to be satisfied with biggest employer of labor in Eay Clay 9
small.

tanks, jeeps, airplanes, and ships made is rapi nearing the end of 1. <),
from nﬁpmps and short lengths of 000,000 job of reconverting fro .y g

# | lumber, or the same kinds of toys made nance to tire production; ity reqy
from paperboard. With fewer toys of verted capacity will be double th P

ion of war output, its facilities amang the moy

dolls, other stuffed merchandise, and modem in the industry.

m

® »
business, reports that while the total servative individuals predict a 50% .
number of new titles published during crease in employment, a demand fo

f
"Yes, on figures like 37 hrs. x 95 the first cight months of the year was 3,000 new homes, a 15,000 increase o Bl °
= 33.15 we've found our Mar- 4.503, compared with 5,527 in the same pog:hdt-on, within five to ten years 2
, chant to be the best.... jusr as ir [ | PeTiod last year, """";‘;y“b:m cm&mm’mwﬁ
] v uveniles was proportiona : : . The crude shortage
. always has boen for larger figwres.” R | Vg™ %3l Proporoonaty shutdown of the Gillette plant incw
j This may also be a result of paper table. The 2,

restrictions: Children's books are threatened with layoffs. Stagnation face¢
sive to produce because of many illus-  the city’s economic structure
trations, but m require less paper ©Converted to Ammunition-U.§
than an adult of comparable price.

“I¢’s easy to turm out 500
copied answers per hout
like the one the bos
lks sbout... snd
with some spat¢
time, too!”
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SILENT SFEED ELECTS/:
CALCULATORS

A B M et e A Y

| Marchast

Calcalating Macki Greatly expanded and newly equipped, U. S. Rubber Co.'s sprawling tire plant
SALES AGENCIES AND ‘u":auuc

% | #t Eau Claire, Wis,, contains the city’s confidence of postwar prosperity.
SERVICH STAMIONS GIVE 38R ol | 35 Dusiness Week © October 7, 194






