MARINETTE

Women reserv-
ists did clarical
and olther non-
combatl work in
Marine Carps

Women of
Two Wars

pretty short memor e
in uniform in the lnst war
nbove ¢ reconstructed for the | through
mont hs arch by Helen Virginia Meyer

It is true, though, that the number and variety this
time are grester, Women's standing in the armed
services has gone up—and so have their wardrobes

Take the vy Nure Corps. It was just plain
“Nurse' in the last war; they had no military titles
The only official regalia were white ward uniforms and
navy-blue capes for hospital duty Elsewhere they
wore Lheir own civilian clothes, although street uni
forms were finally ss identific OVETSEen
and, by the by chief s in Lhi
country as wi wnd Well, today they have
officer’s rank, sta s ensigmsa.  In add t
hospital costumes winter and mer
uniforms f[or all and sundry sccessories

Arm

morp civilinn to commissioned -« T status
beginning at second licutenant, from mere hospital
outfits to dress ur mas and all the fix 5. St

cally, a change is in the works which, as such things
;:u,-u— ;-wlln-.l'.' revolutionar Did you know that
Army nurses have alwnys worn navy blue? Well,

they're switching to olive drab, beginning July first
san and September first in this country

The new street uniforms of the Army nurses are very
gimilar to those of the Wane, which in turn were pat-
terned after those of the Army men, But the knowing
will readily spot certain differences, sue h as the softer
and less-severe design of the nurses’ copa

The Navy Waves and the Marine Corps Women's
Reserve, to carry this series of contrasts a bit further,
are eligible for officers’ commissions —and well-rounded
and the reach of their

wardrobes—which were be
respective Yeomanette and Mannette predecessors

WOMAN'S
MOTOR
CORPS

Skirts warn by
this eivilion group
ware daringly
high for the pe-
riod

RED CROSS

The gold shoul-
der docoration is
a lion, denoting
service In laly

NAVY
YEOMANETTE

Men weors re
leasad lrom
shore work by
these fore-
runners of le-
day's Waves

n's uniforms,
strike n balance between martal
rirl could 6t into mili

irrevocably shorn of
nchieve this, they enlisted

p of wom

surroundings, yet not

all her maidenly graces

the mid of accredited design ind stylists—like Main

bhocher, who designed the uniforms of the Waves and
Spars (Const Guard), They stressed such disarming
slenderizing appearance ™ and " freedom

of movement.’

On this lntter count, the ultimate has probably been
renched in a two-piece field slack suit for _.—\rm_\.'
nurses—illustrated on the opposite page—which of
fers enough freedom of movement for a rodeo rider or
n Al IJ]I'J.H'IK

As an all-round testimonial, the epitome may be
this unofficinl statement |II\' n r--r:-llrl_\: enrolled Wave
“1 made up my mind to join," she anid, “when | saw
thait dress uniform. A good two-piece blue suit is one
of the most valuable things a girl can own. 1 can de-
tach the insignin after the war, and get at least three
or four years' good wear out of it."

FHOTOGRAPHY BY ELLIOT CLARKE

NAVY NURSE
CORPS
Ovaerseas uni-

form. Maost
nurses, howaever,

clethes out of
hospital.

clvilian

SIGNAL
CORPS

French-spenking
woman fele-
phone oparators
served abroad
with Signal
Corpa

1917

Women's uniforms in World
War 1 largely reflected the
fushions of the day. Outstand-
ing features: long skirts, loose-
fitting lines, high laced shoes,
broad-brimmed campaign hats

sometimes with the option of

an overseas cap). Insoluble
riddle: did women really have
sloppier figures i 17, or was

it just the s made

them seem that way?

|
ARMY
NURSE
CORPS
Like Navy nurses,
they had ne mili- |
tary rating. Te-
day they're offl
e,




ARMY
NURSE
CORPS

Finld wnifarm
"for sarvice in
theater of opero-
tions." Nete big
""cargo" pockels

WAAC
[Womun's Army

Auniliory Corpil

Uniferm of an
avxililary —rank
corresponding lo
private

1943

Skirts are shorter, hats are
trimmer, ahoea are low, uni-
forms are tailored to the lines
of the body. Cosmetics in
moderation are approved
Uncle Sam hasdone his durned-
est to show that a pirl can
simultaneously look feminine
and military. One similarity
with 1817: most uniforms still
ir_:cludl.- ghirt with collar and
tie.

NAVY
NURSE
CORPS

All Navy nurses
now have snappy
sliael uniformas,
saring rank af

ensign

RED CROSS

Field Werker in

Milllary

and

Naval Wallare
Service, far nel-

diars hata
abroad

and

MARINE
CORPS
WOMEN'S
RESERVE

Modal here—
Loulie Stawart —

happans le be
bona fide MCWR
lisutenant

WAFS

[Wamen's Aun

Farrying Sque

They have eivil
sarvice slatus,
bul get same fy-
Ing suite as Army
pllats

ARMY
NURSE

AWVS
lAmerican Women's
Veluntary Services)

One of the men!
widaly saon non-
mililary wom-
en's uniferms

Soon this elive
drob will replace
the novy blue
proviously wern
by Army nurses

WAVES

Women Appointad

genty Sarvice)

Unlike Yeoman-

shes, they may

wel ceammiuiions
This Is lauten
ant, |. @

FACTORY
GUARD

This uniferm I
unolficial, bul
apprepriale
snough, far all
thot






