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I F YOUR Great·/1unl Agatha should declare she 
d oeso't know ..... hut thi.s country i.g coming to, with 
women cnrrying (In Ii kc soldiers. she must have Il 

pretty l!hOrl memory. There wcn~ qwte a (ew women 
in unHonn In the 18.'It wor, 6S may be seen Cram the 
above eumples-rtlconst rucled for the Post through 
mont h!! of rCfOearch by H~lcn Virginia Meyer, 

It is true, though, thut the num ber nnd variety this 
t ime arc greater, Women's stu ndi ng in the armc"" 
ser vices h(U'I gone up-and &0 have their wardrobes, 

Take tho Navy N Uni(! Corps, I t WU8 just plain 
"Nurse" in the Imu wllr; they hod no m ilitary ti tk'8, 
The only officia l reGalia were while ward uniforms and 
navy·blue Cllpea for hosplt..aJ duty, Elacwhcrc they 
wore their own civilmn cllJlh(."!I, a lthough stn.'ct uni· 
fOr11l8 were finally i8Su(.-d for Identification O\'erseA8 
and . by the onnUllice, worn by chief nUl'S(!9 in this 
country aa well U.H abrood W (.,II, lodny they have 
officer'a rank, 8LaJ'llng out Ill! en.lIlgnt1. In addition to 
h08pltnl CC)8tumes, there orc winler nnd Ku mmer street 
unifonnB for all, sweot..c,.. a nd lIu ndry accessorics. 

Army nurRS have gone; through fI si.militr meta· 
morphosis (rom civ lhn n to commi38loncd·officer status, 
beginning at K"Cond Ikutenont, £rom mere hospital 
oulfita to dn.''!8 uniforma and all the fixings. Stylisti. 
cally . a chnnge iA in the works which. 8.8 such thmga 
go, is poailively I'<'volutionary. Did you know that 
Army n W'BCII ha\'(' alwaya worn navy blue? Well. 
they're switching to otiV(! drab , beginning July firBt 
ovel"flCrut Bnd September fiN/l in this country. 

The new alrcct unilonna o f the Army nurses nrc very 
aimHur to those ot the WOll e, which in lurn were pat­
terned aftpr tho6<' or lhl.' Army m~n , But tho knowing 
will rendily "pot ceri.lUn d ifferonC(!8, such tlB t he solter 
and ICSS-/iCvcrc dl. ... ibFfl of the nu l'MCft' CO"", 

The Navy Wovua nnd the Morine Corps Women's 
Reeervc, to CArrY thilt 8el"lf'8 or contrnsUi A bit further, 
are eligible tor officflna' commissiona-ond wel l· rounded 
wardrobe.-which were beyond the reach of their 
respective Yeomnntllte and Marinette prcdeces5Ql8. 
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In d eveloping the current crop o( women's uniforma, 
th~ 8(>rvices sought to lI lrike 8 balance between marti.ol 
formality and femininity, 80 8 garl could fit into mili ­
tary 8W'1'oundingJ. yet not feel irrevocably shorn or 
0 11 her maidenly graces 1'0 Achieve this. they enlisted 
the aid of accredited designent s nd AtylisllJ-like Ma in· 
bacher, who designed the uruforms of the Wavee and 
SpanJ (COtuit Guttrd ). They s tressed such disarming 
obj~t ivC1l na "slenderizing appearance" nnd ., £reedom 
of movement." 

On thiA lutter count. tho ultimate hM probably been 
reached In a two· piece 6eld Alock suit for AImy 
nut'lM..'8-iUWllrol<.'<i on the oppolriLe page-which of· 
tCrtl enough rr~-dom of movement tor n rodeo rider or 
a sl<.o.eplej ack, 

As an ttll· round lestimonm l, the epitome may be 
t hia unoffi ciul l!tnlcmcnL by (I recently enroll<!d Wove. 
" I mad e up my mind to join," she snid, " when 1 enw 
t hot dretIIJ uru rorm , A good lwo·pi~e blue sw t is o ne 
of the m08t. vo luuble things 0 girl clt n own, J can de· 
tach the inaignitJ nJlCr the war, nnd get a t ICM't t hree 
or (o ur yeonl' good W(,1Il" out of it," 
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1917 
Women's uniIorms in World 

War I largely refiected tho 
fnshioM of the day, OuL!llnnd ­
ing fealures: long skirt.s. looee-
6tting lines, rugh mced woes, 
brond·brimmed campaign hata 
(8OmetlJDes with the option of 
on overseas cap), l MOluble 
r iddle: did women really have 
.Ioppier figures in 1917, or W88 

it just the atyles that mtlde 
them IM!em that way '! 
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1943 
5kirta are shorter. hnt.1U'6 

trimmer. shoe. ore low, uni· 
Con:n. nre tIlIlorcd to the linea 
oC tbe body. C08mctiClll in 
mo'deration are approved 
UneleSam haadone hiadurned­
est to show that. n girl enn 
aimultnneoualy look feminine 
and military. Ona eimill'lrit.y 
with 1917: moat uniforms still 
include shirt with coUnr ond 
t ie. 
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