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FEMALE PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS IN ARMY AND NAVY 101

It is in this small group, however, that the finest and best equipped specialists
will be found—women with skills that the Army ana Navy eannot with good grace
toss aside because of an outworn prejudice. In this group are anesthetists, roent-
genologists, pathologists, bacteriologists; experts in general medicine, contagion,
blood bank work, general surgeons, and specialists in eye, ear, nose, and throat,
skin, and psychiatry. These skills were not acquired overnight. We owe to our
men ﬁshthtl,ﬁ all over the world to see they have the best,

In turn these women cannot be kept back from doing their biggest job, as evi-
denced by the fact that some of our finest women have cgone to England and
offered their services there. The Royal Army Medical Corps has granted full
commissions to two of our outstanding women, giving them the rank of major
and assigning them to military hospitals.

Why should the United States of Ameriea lag so far behind other countries of
the United Nations? Great Britain, Canada have given full military rating to
their women physicians—and they say that in far away Russia more than half
of the physicians at the front with the Army are women. This is indeed a shoek-
ing ection on our United States that has always been forward looking and
modern in its poliey. It is a matter that our Government and organized medicine
should take cognizance of at once.

The Medical Society of the State of New York has unanimously gone on record
as approving full membership in the Medical Reserve Corps for women physicians.
New Jersey has done likewise with a similar vote. If the State medical societies
throughout the Union give this matter equal serious consideration, proper war-
time rating for women physicians would probably cease to be a problem.
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